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98 Union Ave • Anaconda, MT • (406) 563-5541

The Finest MontanaHas To Offer...
Steaks - Seafood - Pasta

BARCLAY II
Supper Club and Lounge

It’s back! Taking a look at 
The Montana’s restoration 
– and the team behind it
James S. Rosien
Editor

See RESTORATION on page 3

Top: Anaconda Restoration Association board members Kayleen Kidwell, left, 
Robin McKernan, Mike Hammer, Pete Smith, Margie Smith, Ken Maynard (with 
Marley), Joe Strelnik, Mike Finnegan and Ryan Hessler are pictured inside The 
Montana in July of 2025. Above: Pete and Margie Smith, John Lombardi, Strelnik 
and Hammer are pictured in the same spot for the May 2021 edition of Smelter 
City Seniors. What a difference four years makes! Leader photos: James S. Rosien

Four years ago, the Anaconda 
Leader sat down with several of 
the senior members – literally and 
figuratively – of the Anaconda 
Restoration Association (ARA) 
for an interview on their efforts at 
bringing back the former Montana 
Hotel at the corner of Park and Main. 

“Let’s bring it back,” the slogan on 
a 2012 banner made by the ARA’s 
predecessors, the Montana Hotel 
Restoration Committee, eventually 
would become a rallying call for 
action, and by 2021 the group 
had accomplished a major feat in 
rebuilding the floor of what would 
become the Tammany Ballroom of 
the rechristened historic hub at the 
center of town – The Montana. 

To celebrate the occasion, the 
Leader published our cover story for 
Volume XII No. 3 of Smelter City 
Seniors, “Bringing It Back,” but while 
the floor and some of the work on 
the exterior had been completed 
there was still a long way to go 
before The Montana – or at least The 
Tammany – was truly back. 

But now, with the ballroom fixed 
up from floor to coffered ceiling 
(see our story in the Friday, July 
25, 2025 Anaconda Leader) and 
with 16 editions of our quarterly 
gone by since that first story, for 
Volume XVI No. 3 of Smelter City 
Seniors we’re taking another look at 
The Montana’s restoration, and the 
team of mostly (but not all) senior 
members of the ARA behind it.
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RESTORATION from Page 2

Top: Ken Maynard discusses one of the finishing touches for the Tammany 
Ballroom at The Montana after its new coffered ceiling was completed, that 
being installing the stained-glass window unveiled earlier this year that had 
been returned to the building. Middle: Mike Hammer, left, joins Maynard in 
cleaning the window’s surface under Kayleen Kidwell’s watchful eye. Leader 
photos: James S. Rosien. Above: The window sits in its rightful home in the 
Tammany Ballroom’s central archway. Photo courtesy of Kayleen Kidwell.

Any discussion about The 
Montana has to begin with Margie 
Smith. The ARA’s cheerleader, 
Smith’s never-give-up attitude in the 
face of a daunting challenge, like 
restoring a building that had its top 
half taken off and was left to decay 
for decades, was a big part of her 
receiving a Heritage Keeper Award 
from the Montana Historical Society. 

“She helps provide us with the 
inspiration,” said Robin McKernan, 
ARA board member. 

Smith, however, emphasized it’s a 
group and community effort. 

A big part of that is the funds 
raised to help provide the necessary 
matching funding for grant awards, 
but that’s not all.

“The community involvement 
isn’t just donations. We’re getting 
items back,” Smith said, referring to 
a range of items that were original to 
The Montana but sold off and long 
thought lost to time. 

But, like the building itself, 
they’re coming back. A lot of it is 
with the help of ARA secretary and 
“history detective” Kayleen Kidwell, 
one of the few non-seniors on the 
board who has made it her mission 
to recover those items, in particular 
its many stained-glass windows – 
one of which is now mounted in its 
rightful home in the ballroom. 

And the ARA hopes that as it all 
comes back, so too will the people.

“The use of it is the important 
thing,” Smith said. “The original 
use of The Montana was housing 
businesses and the people of the 
community. That’s what we’re doing. 
It’s for the community.”

Mike Hammer, ARA chairman, 
agreed completely.

“As far as being a community 
focal point, being physically here 
and seeing how many people 
come knocking on our door,” said 
Hammer, “it’s important for us to 
be the hub of the community once 
more.” 

Hammer’s connection to the 
building predates his move to 
Anaconda, as his former sister-in-
law, Dr. Jill Bolstad, had previously 
owned it. He wasn’t involved himself 
at that point, but later as he reached 
retirement and was looking for a 
way to contribute, the history buff 
found it in The Montana – which he 

said has been updated for the 21st 
Century while keeping its historic 
character.

“We brought it back, with a twist,” 
Hammer said. “A large part of that 
goes to Ken Maynard.”

Maynard, like Hammer a retiree 
who relocated to Anaconda from 
back east, heads up the ARA’s 
construction committee, which 
doesn’t just include the construction 
work itself but also the design 
elements behind it. 

That includes the aforementioned 
coffered ceiling, whose completion 
by Dale Harris Construction 
in early July put the cap on the 
Tammany Ballroom.

“We made it usable for the 
community in keeping with its 
historic ambiance,” Maynard 
said. “Everything we do gives us 
opportunities to find new leads to 
the past.” 

Speaking of the past, if there’s 
one member of the ARA board who 
knows the building’s past better 
than anyone else, it’s Joe Strelnik 
who practically grew up at the 
Montana Hotel. His mom went to 
the beauty school that used to be 
downstairs there. His siblings took 
tap-dancing lessons there. His dad 
would dress up as Santa Claus for 
Christmas there. He and his brother 
would end up bartending there.

“I got my first haircut here,” 
Strelnik said as he and fellow board 
member Mike Finnegan reminisced, 
the latter saying “I got a lot of 
haircuts here.”

And looking up at the newly 
installed ceiling, Strelnik said “it’s 
phenomenal.”

“It’s spectacular,” he said. “Back 
when we started it was ‘Bring it 
Back,” and we have brought a lot of 
it back.”

“It’s so exciting to see what we’ve 
accomplished,” McKernan said.

“Everyone played their part,” 
Hammer said. That includes board 
members past and present such as 
John Lombardi and John Collin, 
and their predecessors from back in 
2012, Joan and the late Bob Morris.

“I’m so proud of them,” Smith 
said of the team before going 
back to the original point of it all: 
Bringing it back for the community.

“Come see us,” she said.
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10 Main Street • PO Box 1350

Established more than 30 
years ago with the goal 
of providing affordable 
housing for the elderly 
and disabled; PJ Hagan 
Manor was the first of it’s 
kind in Montana.

Contact us today to learn more!
anacondahousing.com

Housing Authority of 
the City of Anaconda

406.563.2921Open Mon - Fri 
8 a.m. - Noon, 1-5 p.m.

PJ Hagan Manor
201 W Commercial
The three-story brick veneer building includes 
an elevator and has 40 units. Each unit 
contains a living room, kitchen, bedroom, 
bath and patio. There are recreation areas 
on the first floor with adjoining kitchen and 
central laundry room.  Units are subject to a 
waitlist, please call to inquire.

Affordable, Income-Based Rentals
Utilities included in rent!

WineWine BeerBeerSpiritsSpirits

Finest selection of packaged liquor in Anaconda
Featuring Top Shelf Brands, Wines, Mixers, Accessories & Cigars!

Open
Mon & Tues 9-6
Wed thru Fri 9-7

Saturday 9-6

222 W Park Street  •  (406) 563-5721

110 E Pennsylvania Avenue | Anaconda, MT 59711 | (406) 563-5111

Serving Anaconda for over 70 years!

you can rely on!Disposal Service

FUN in the Sun at the Old Works Golf Course

There was plenty of FUN to be had at the Anaconda Community Foundation’s 
FUNdraiser on July 16 at the Old Works Golf Course. Above left: Pickleball 
players gather for a group photo on the Old Works’ courts, which are available 
on a first-come, first-served basis during the course’s operating hours. Photo 
courtesy of Jim Furaus. Above right: Gary Carlson takes aim at a bottle on 
the clubhouse’s putting green for a chance to win a bigger bottle. Right: Mike 
Beausoleil lines up for a shot at a bottle as well. Photos courtesy of Tom Curry.
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Anaconda Pintler
Home Options 

118 E 7th Street • Anaconda, MT • (406) 563-7023

401 W Pennsylvania Street | Anaconda, MT | (406) 563-8500 
www.communityhospitalofanaconda.org

Serving the hospice needs of  
Anaconda-Deer Lodge County since 1990

• Anaconda Pintler 
Hospice provides 
medical support 
and caring during 
the final phases 
of life as well as 
bereavement and 
support services 
for family members

• Pinler Home 
Health provides 
a variety of home 
health services 
from nursing 
care to physical, 
occupational and 
speech therapy

FROM CLASSICS TO 

BRAND NEW, WE CAN 

SERVICE YOUR VEHICLE

No Appointment
Necessary!

Complete Oil & Lube Service
Open Monday thru Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

1350 E Commercial Ave | (406) 563-3282

WE SELL & INSTALL 
MOST AiR FiLTERS, WipER 

BLADES, SERpENTiNE 
BELTS, HEADLigHT BULBS 
& DiESEL FUEL FiLTERS

Anaconda’s Dealer 

1200 E Commercial | (406) 563-5225 | Anaconda, MT
www.deemotors.com

We’ll Always 
Treat You 

Right!

Fun on the Horizon: Assisted living center looks 
forward to potential award, annual luau party
Kasey Edge-Faur
Copy Editor

See HORIZON on page 6

The staff at New Horizons 
Assisted Living is competitive 
about the care they provide. 
This serves them in terms of 
winning awards, raising money, 
and continuing to offer fun and 
engaging activities for their 
residents.

Recently, New Horizons 
Assisted Living participated in 
a fundraiser for the National 
Alzheimer’s Association, with a 
goal of $2,000. To reach this goal, 
the staff organized bingo nights, 
yard sales, and finally, a walk-a-
thon at Kennedy Common.

According to assistant 
administrator and activities 
director Glenna Reynolds, the 
assisted living center raised 

New Horizons resident Pat, left, assistant administrator Glenna Reynolds, Pat’s daughter-in-law Mara with her 
baby granddaughter, administrator Jerly Schultz, residents Sheila and Tom (both seated) and staff members 
Sandy and Debbie (both standing) and Evelyn (seated) gather at Kennedy Common for a group photo during the 
National Alzheimer’s Association Walk-a-Thon at Kennedy Common in June. Leader photo: James S. Rosien
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805 East Commercial Ave. • Anaconda • (406) 563-7552

Providing Electical Services to Southwest Montana For Over 40 Years

www.colbertselectric.com

• We are a proud local, family-owned and  operated small business in 
Anaconda, MT.

• We perform a wide range of lighting, wiring, cabling and other key 
electrical services.

• Our electricians are respectful, hardworking and highly skilled.
• Fully licensed, bonded and insured.
• Reasonable Rates

Auto • Home
Life • Commercial

Allan Clark
Tanna Andrews

Clark’s 
Insurance Agency

Medicare
Supplements

(406) 563-3419    800-247-1650
211 Cherry Street • Anaconda, MT 59711

aclark1@farmersagent.com

HORIZON from Page 5

$2,970.20 for the 
Alzheimer’s Association.

Jerly Schultz, the 
administrator at New 
Horizons, said there were 
from 30 to 40 people at the 
walk-a-thon alone, and 
just the walk raised around 
$700.

Although Reynolds and 
Schultz, New Horizons’ 
administrator, are proud 
of how much money they 
raised, Reynolds said that 
next year New Horizons 
will probably direct their 
attention to solely bingo 
nights, to take place once a 
month, starting in January 
and going until June.

“It’s fun to do it,” Schultz 
said, referencing the walk-
a-thon and the other 

events that went into the 
Alzheimer’s awareness 
fundraiser. “But it’s hard 
work.”

One thing Reynolds 
and Schultz are looking 
forward to is the Montana 
Health Care Association 
Conference, where New 
Horizons has won an 
award for the last two 
years.

In 2024, New Horizons 
won the “Enrichment of 
Life Award Innovative 
Program in Customer 
Service” for its 
“Illuminating the Past” 
program, and in 2023, New 
Horizons was awarded the 
“Enrichment of Life Award 
for Innovative Program 
in Customer Service” for 

its “Digital Connections” 
program.

“We’re very competitive,” 
Reynolds said. “On the way 
home from the conference, 
we’re already planning 
what we’re going to do next 
year.”

The New Horizons 
staff also organizes 
some events where the 
residents themselves can 
compete, such as its axe 
throwing activity, in which 
residents throw foam axes 
at a hanging bullseye, 
or balloon volleyball, or 
cornhole.

New Horizons residents 
also participate in pamper 
days where the get foot 
massages and face masks, 
card games, Yahtzee and 

painting.
Reynolds and Schultz 

are currently gearing up 
for New Horizon’s annual 
luau party. This year will be 
the assisted living center’s 
fourth one organizing it.

“It’s a new tradition,” 
Reynolds said. “It’s our way 
to get together  with our 
residents’ families.” She 
added that the luau is not 
as fundraiser, but rather an 
opportunity for residents to 
come together and be with 
family, explaining the luaus 
include food and raffles.

Schultz said they also 
install a pretend picture 
booth so attendees can get 
pictures of themselves in 
Hawaii.

Reynolds said the idea 

originated from the fact 
that Montana residents 
can’t go to the beach or 
swim in the ocean, so why 
not host a party where you 
can pretend?

“It’s fun,” Schultz said. 
“It’s really fun.”

Reynolds also said 
New Horizons will be 
doing a Smeltermen’s 
day activity where the 
staff will hand out paper 
bags with chocolate silver 
dollars inside, which 
many New Horizons 
residents remember 
happening to them when 
they were children during 
Smeltermen’s day.

“It really made an 
impact,” Schultz said of the 
residents’ memories.

New Horizons residents 
enjoyed some axe-throwing 
fun for one of their outdoor 
activities. Left: Donna 
gears up to throw her axe as 
J.C. looks on. Middle: Tom 
throws his axe while Joan 
waits for her turn. Above: 
Looks like a pretty good 
grouping! Photos courtesy 
of Jerly Schultz.



Anaconda Leader Smelter City Seniors -Friday, July 25, 2025-page 7

Connors Law Firm, PLLC

Dedicated to 
providing professional 

service to our
Southwestern Montana 

Community

Kenneth A. Connors

212 E Park Ave  •  Anaconda, MT  •  563.5297

627 East Park   Anaconda627 East Park   Anaconda
406-563-0134406-563-0134

Jordi’s Cantina Is More Than Just A Tex-Mex Restaurant
Our menu is packed with a variety of delicious options to satisfy every craving

From Juicy Burgers and Flavorful Wings (both boneless and bone-in) to
Comforting Soups and Sandwiches, we’ve got you covered!

Start your day with our
Hearty Pancakes

Waffles
Classic Breakfasts 

(bacon, egg, potatoes and toast)
Breakfast Sandwiches

Biscuits & Gravy
or Tasty Scrambles

Full Bar • 11 TVs
for for all your favorite games

Friendly, Courteous Service That Will Make You Feel at Home
Something for Everyone at Jordi’s!

Editor’s note: This article is running 
in conjunction with the Anaconda 
High School Class of 1975’s 50-year 
reunion, which is taking place this 
weekend (July 25-26, 2025).

Last year, I reviewed the 
significant merger of Anaconda 
High and Anaconda Central 
during the 1973-74 school year. 

Although separate school loyalties 
were part of the initial transition/
merger, the second year went 
very smoothly due to the desire 
to make the most of the situation 
and the determination of a unified 
student body, quality faculty/
administration and staff.

During the second year of the 
merger, the new Anaconda High 
School appeared more solidified. 
The previous rivalries between 
Anaconda’s public and private 

schools melted into a new unity. The 
new “Double-A” status presented 
a challenge which was met with a 
unique and stronger school spirit. 
The ‘75 “Copperhead Crayons” 
yearbook said it all. The recognition 
and symbolism of crayons with 
different colors were not only non-
toxic but were a sign of a new era 
and a colorful year. While the Class 
of ‘75 was not known for getting 
floats done with expediency, they 
always got the job done and were 
very proud of how well their floats 
and Junior Prom turned out. They 
really connected during 1974-75 
and had a great time.

Even the two iconic “A” and 
“C” hills on the south side of 
Anaconda would have a new 
symbolic identity. Now you could 
read from left to right or right 
to left and recognize the letters 
would always have two options. 
For example, from left to right, “C” 
- “A” could be either read Central 
of Anaconda or Copperheads of 
Anaconda. For some of us that read 
from right to left, ”A” -”C” it could 

read Anaconda Copperheads or 
Anaconda Central. The common 
identity would then and now 
always have a common scenery – 
“Anaconda.” The schools were one.

Every class has its own 
uniqueness that creates memories 
with leadership that involve 
academics and activities. The 1975 
“Copperhead Crayon” yearbook 
was special. The administration 
was led by Superintendent Michael 
O’Leary, Principal Elmer Carosone, 
Vice-Principal Joe Wolpert, 
with 49 faculty and 17 board/
staff members that provided a 
solid foundation. Interestingly, 
the yearbook focused on classes 
that only included sophomores, 
juniors and seniors. Freshmen 
attended the Annex, which was the 
former Anaconda Central building 
(now Fred Moodry School). The 
graduating senior class numbered 
244. After 50 years, the yearbook 
picture of the senior class officers 
needs to be corrected with 

Class of 1975: Unity grows between AHS and ACHS
J. Ray Haffey
History Lives On

See CLASS on page 9
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100 Main Street | Suite  A | Anaconda, MT | (406) 563-0909100 Main Street | Suite  A | Anaconda, MT | (406) 563-0909

Dine In or Take-OutDine In or Take-Out
Call Ahead & Order Your Food For Picnics & CampingCall Ahead & Order Your Food For Picnics & Camping

From our lighter fare,From our lighter fare,
such as our Noodle Bowls and such as our Noodle Bowls and 

Signature Salads, to our Unique Signature Salads, to our Unique 
Sandwiches, House Made Sandwiches, House Made 

Pastries and Pastries and 
Hardwood Smoked Meats.Hardwood Smoked Meats.

Our food isOur food is
freshfresh  andand  flavorfulflavorful..

COMMUNITY 
FIRST.

ALWAYS.

CLASS from Page 7

Above left: Larry Sladich replicating Tony Orlando at the Senior Reception is 
pictured in the yearbook. Above right: Senior class vice president Tim Ohman, 
president Andy Haffey and secretary Joanne Oreskovich are pictured in the 
yearbook. (Not pictured: treasurer Rhonda DeHart.) Lower left: The 1975 AHS 
Yearbook’s front cover is pictured. Yearbook photos courtesy of J. Ray Haffey.

Andy Haffey as President, Vice-
President Tim Ohman, Secretary 
Joanne Oreskovich and Treasurer 
Rhonda DeHart. The Student Body 
President was Gene Marcille and 
Vice-President was Tony Laslovich. 
The Yearbook Editor was Larry 
Sladich and Marilyn Bennett was 
layout editor and photographer. 
The Copperglow Editor was Scott 
Holmlund.

Some of the highlights in sports 
and activities covered on the color 
full Class of ‘75 yearbook involve 
the following:

• Kim Hurley was a state 
champion in swimming.

• The Head Band Majorette was 
Gloria Enloe.

• The Drill Team always danced 
to “Long Cool Woman.”

• The Snow Fest Queen was 
Leslie McGreevy.

• Homecoming Queen was 
Marilyn Bennett.

• Larry Sladich replicated Tony 

Orlando by lip-synching “Tie 
a Yellow Ribbon” at the Senior 
Reception.

• Powder Puff King was Tom 
McGreevy.

• Copper Cadettes co-captains 
- Lourtes Garcia and Rhonda 
DeHart.

CLASS concludes on page 10

Drum Majorette Gloria Enloe, top left, and Homecoming Queen Marilyn 
Bennett, top right, are pictured in the AHS Class of 1975 yearbook. 
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www.caslenlc.com

New Horizons
402 Christine Court, Anaconda           (406) 563-7008

A Caslen Living Center Facility

Openings Now Available!
www.caslenlc.com

•Peaceful family lifestyle
•Homemade meals
•Individualized personal care

Fulfilling the needs of our senior family and friends

•Daily activities
•24 hour qualified,
  caring staff

110 Main Street, Anaconda 563-0797 
pintlerpt.com • Free Consultations

Falling can be scary

Our physical therapists 
can help you avoid or 
recover from a fall. 
They are trained to 
help you improve your 
strength, balance, 
and ability to be 
independent.

Physical Therapy can keep you moving
 and be an ef fect ive tool in pain management !  

124 Oak Street  •  Anaconda
Call 559-3600 for an appointment

Accept ing All
Medicare

 Plans 

—Call us to schedule a f ree consultat ion— 
Monthly work out programs for seniors are also available.

We can get you in right away, no waiting!
Call us to see how  Premier Physical Therapy can help you today!

Shane Spears, MPT
20 Years Experience

• The Senior-Faculty game score 
was Seniors 47 - Faculty 43.

• Divisional basketball 
tournament - Copperheads crushed 
the Butte Bulldogs 82-54.

Sometimes it is difficult to 
recognize all of the highlights of a 
given class. There were many clubs, 
activities and sport events that 
were significant during the 1974-75 
school year. All of the 244 senior 
students played a part during that 
historic year. I know one thing: 
being an observer and part of the 

faculty during that school year 
was very special and the Class of 
‘75 showed unity and class. They 
connected and were having a good 
time with a new school spirit.

It was a year to remember!

Author’s note: Teaching 
Government and U. S. History to 
an awesome student body along 
with starting a new Gymnastic 
program with a senior state standout 
Maureen Wallace was pleasure. 
Thanks for the memories!

Members of the Anaconda High School Class of 1975 are pictured at their 40-
year reunion. Their 50-year reunion is happening this weekend. Courtesy photo.

Smelter City Seniors 
Smelter City Seniors is a special quarterly 
publication from The Anaconda Leader. 

Pick up your free copy at the Leader’s office 
at 121 Main St. Send your story ideas about 
Anaconda’s senior citizens to leadernews@
anacondaleader.com or call 563-5283 and 
ask to speak with the news department.

CLASS from Page 9
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Metcalf  Senior Citizen Center
115 East Pennsylvania • 563-3504

Join The Fun!
•Lunch served - Mon.-Thurs.
  reasonably priced

•Ample off-street Parking
•Good Company
•Activities Galore - Pool, Bingo, Pinochle

•Free Senior Services Offered
  Transportation, 
  Medical Equipment Loaner

Our Hours
Mon.  10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Tues.-Thurs: 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Fri  10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Visit the beautiful and historic
Hearst Free Library

Anaconda’s

Treas
ure

401 Main Street        (406) 563-6932
hearstfreelibrary.org

Some of our services include:
• Free Wi-Fi
• Free public computers
• Free scanning
• Faxing
• Printing
• Copies

• Great selection of new 
fiction and non-fiction

• Large print books
• Books on CD
• Films on DVD

1100 W Park | (406) 563-6110 | 1-800-926-8335

Open Monday through Saturday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

of Anaconda

Brianne Mulvaney, owner/mortician
Jessie Billquist, manager/mortician

107 Oak Street, Anaconda, Montana 59711

Office: 406-563-3371
Email: info@anacondafuneralhome.com

longfellowfinneganriddle.com

Metcalf Center Schedule
Veterans’ services: Veteran’s Service Officer is at the center 

the first Wednesday of every month from 9 a.m. to noon.  
Nail clippings: Monthly – call Kate at the Metcalf Senior 

Center at 563-3504 for more information.
Senior shopping: Every Thursday afternoon. You must call 

the Metcalf Senior Center at 563-3504 by noon to be picked 
up. 

Free counseling on Medicare health plans: Call 563-3504 to 
make an appointment.

Pinochle (Racehorse): Every Tuesday and Wednesday at 1 
p.m. at the Metcalf Center. 

Bingo: The first and third Thursday of each month at 1 
p.m. at the Metcalf Center.

Billiards, puzzles, etc: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Lunch is served Monday through Friday at noon at the 

Metcalf Center. Menus are available monthly from the 
center; menus are subject to change. For more information, 
call 563-3504. 

Meals on Wheels services also are available, as is the van 
transportation service. Call 563-3504 if you’re interested in 
receiving Meals on Wheels or to arrange transportation to 
and from the center for lunch. The Metcalf Memorial Senior 
Citizens Center is located at 115 E. Pennsylvania Ave.

Senior Spotlight: Voices of the Pintlers

Jane Bing-Craig, left, and Garry Costle perform a duet at the Voices of the 
Pintlers spring concert. The Voices of the Pintlers, Anaconda’s adult ed 
choir, will be back in the fall – keep an eye out for the announcement of 
when it will start meeting for choir practice. Leader photo: James S. Rosien
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103 N Harrison St., Anaconda, MT 59711

(406) 563-8021
Toll-Free 1-800-294-8021

Master Electrician
COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL

Licensed and Insured

ServingAnaconda
andSurroundingCommunities

Metcalf Senior Citizens Center gets a new 
director – and waves farewell to its bus driver

Leigha Bates, left, is the new director of the Metcalf Senior Citizens Center, 
where Bernd Bergmann is the center’s bus driver, although that will be wrapping 
up for him soon as his final day will be Aug. 8. Leader photo: Kasey Edge-Faur

Kasey Edge-Faur
Copy Editor

See METCALF on page 14

Just as the new director of the 
Metcalf Senior Citizens Center 
– also known as the Smelter City 
Senior Center – is getting her 
bearings, its bus driver is waving 
farewell, although only in the sense 
that he will no longer be a paid 
employee.

The senior center’s new director, 
Leigha Bates, started on June 30 
and has worked in a variety of roles 
around Anaconda-Deer Lodge 
County, all dedicated to serving 
people.

Bates – who’s lived in the area 
since 2005 –  started as a Head 
Start teacher, then started working 
at a helpline for victims of domestic 
violence and sexual assault as part 
of Safe Space, and then, through 
her volunteer position with the 
Anaconda Coalition for Tolerance 

Education, she heard there was an 
opening for a director at the senior 
center and applied.

Although Bates has never 
worked with the seniors before, she 
said she’s loved the experience so 
far, and she’s hoping that over time, 
more people will utilize the senior 
center’s services.

“Everyone has been so 
welcoming and warm and excited,” 
Bates said.

Bates is very passionate about 
creating more activities for clients 
to participate in, citing research 
she’s read about doctors actually 
prescribing activities to seniors 
because it’s been proven to 
strengthen neural pathways.

“I want to become a social hub 
for senior citizens from the time we 
unlock to the time we close,” Bates 
said, adding that she’s working on 



Anaconda Leader Smelter City Seniors - Friday, July 25, 2025 -page 13

•  Special and hard-to-find items
• Vitamins and nutritional supplements
•  Computerized prescription service
• Set-up and Delivery of
      Dispill Medication Planners
•  Private patient consultation
•  Delivery Available

You can count on us!
Your Only Local Pharmacy

Wednesday Senior Discount

10%*
off

Hours:
Monday 

thru 
Friday  
9:00-
5:00

Closed 
Saturday

all seniors 55 & older
All Day Wednesday

*some exclusions
Call 563-6161 for Entertainment Announcements

301 Main Street • Anaconda, Montana

OPEN OPEN 
77
Nights Nights 
a a week!week!

Free use of 
Hearing & 

Visual
Assisted
Devices

1st Show...
Sunday 5 p.m.   Monday thru Saturday 7 p.m.

2nd show (when booked) on Friday & Saturday 9:00 or later
Sunday 7:00 or later

Stop In For Popcorn, Pop & Candy During Show Hours!

In

3D
when 

booked!

See A Movie ToSee A Movie Tonight!night!

Smelter City 
Phone Numbers

	 Emergency					     911
	 Fire Department				    563-2164
	 Police Department				    563-5241
	 Community Hospital of Anaconda		  563-8500
	 Community Nursing Home of Anaconda	 563-8417
	 Court House Information			   563-4000
	 Metcalf Memorial Senior Citizens Center	 563-3504
	 MSU Extension Agent				   563-4035
	 Hearst Free Library				    563-6932
	 Anaconda Veterans’ Clinic			   563-6090
	 Veterans’ representative		  406-533-0910
	 Do Not Call registry			   1-888-382-1222
	 Commodity supplemental food program	 563-3504
	 Adult Protective Services in Anaconda	 563-3448
	 Agency on Aging hotline		  1-800-332-2272
	 Montana Legal Aid, Butte office		  723-4612
	 Blind and Low Vision Services	 1-888-279-7531

Pick up a free copy of the latest Anaconda Phone Book at the 
Anaconda Leader brought to you by area businesses.

METCALF from Page 12

Top left: The Metcalf Center bus is all decked out for Anaconda’s July 4 
Parade. Top right: Senior center patrons smile as they get ready to ride the 
bus in the parade. Photos courtesy of Bernd Bergmann. Above: A closeup of 
the Metcalf Center bus in the parade. Leader photo: James S. Rosien
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We Salute Our Senior Citizens
•LOCAL NEWS•
•REAL ESTATE•

•SPECIAL EVENTS•
•ENTERTAINMENT•

1 YEAR IN-COUNTY
$61.00

1 YEAR OUT-OF-COUNTY
$78.00

1 YEAR OUT-OF-STATE
$85.00

Give the gift that will last all year...
 6 months of home delivery
 12 months of home delivery
Name  
Address
City, St & Zip
Phone

Mail or bring to:
121 Main Street Anaconda, MT 59711

(406) 563-5283
Email: leadernews@anacondaleader.com

advertising@anacondaleader.com

Thompson’s Thompson’s 
BarBar

213 Main Street | (406) 563-9921213 Main Street | (406) 563-9921
Across from the Post Office

Ice Cold Beer
Packaged Liquor & Ice to Go

“Where Old Friends Gather & New Friends Meet”

Anaconda Office (406) 563-8409   117 Main Anaconda, MT 59711
Helena Office (406) 442-1054  1 North Last Chance Gulch, Suites 4 & 6, Helena, MT 59601

AnAcondA office | 117 Main Street | Anaconda, MT 59711| (406) 563-8409
HelenA office | 1 N Last Chance Gulch, Ste. 4 & 6 | Helena, MT 59601 | (406) 563-8409

getting grant funding to help make 
that dream a reality.

Although there are some other 
things Bates would like to improve 
on, such as creating a website, one 
thing Bates said she’d like to keep 
the same is how the employees 
operate.

“My job is just to support 
them and get more funds,” Bates 
said. “There’s a great community 
between the people that work here 
and the clients.”

One such employee is Bernd 
Bergmann, the senior center’s bus 
driver. Although Bergmann just 
joined the senior center’s staff in 
January, he’s grown attached to the 
seniors who ride his bus.

He volunteered his time on the 
Fourth of July to drive interested 
seniors in the parade, which was 
his idea. 

Because of financial constraints 
and the fact he lives in Butte, 
Bergmann has taken a position as 

a driver at a senior living center 
there.

That doesn’t mean he’ll forget his 
riders in the Smelter City though. 
Far from it, in fact.

For one thing, he also 
volunteered to take seniors to Art 
in Washoe Park that took place this 
past weekend on his own dime. 
And he’s planning to drive seniors 
in the parade on Smeltermen’s Day 
as well.

He said that he told his new 

employers he would need those 
two days off, and his employers 
agreed.

Bergmann, a self-proclaimed 
“tech nerd,” will also be teaching a 
class that instructs seniors on how 
to use their smart phones twice a 
month.

He’s also been granted 
permission to be involved in the 
hiring process of his successor and 
help train them.

His last day will be Aug. 8.

METCALF from Page 12
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Independent Living
 in the 

Heart of Anaconda
Hearthstone Apartments offer studio and one-bedroom units

•Pets welcome*
•Enclosed dog run 
area

•Elevators
•Rent-based on 
income

•Lounge with big 
screen TV

•24 hour emergency 
call system

•In-room emergency 
alarms

•Utilities Included in 
Rent

 (heat, water, garbage)

•62 or older or 
disabled

•Handicap Accessible
•Safety rails in 
bathrooms

•Service Coordinator 
onsite to help 
residents with their 
needs

•Onsite laundry 
facilities*

•Off street parking*

*Fee charged for these 
services

hearthstone.tamarackpm.com

Katie Caswell
Site Manager

for Hearthstone

Hearthstone Apartments
400 Oak Street | Anaconda, MT

Phone: 
406.563.5232 

All about the American Legion Auxiliary
Kasey Edge-Faur
Copy Editor

See AUXILIARY on page 16

Anaconda American Legion Post No. 21 Auxiliary members Audrey Parrow, left, Sue Dickerson, Maureen 
Parrow, Marge Tucker and Maureen Watt stand outside Discover Anaconda’s Red Tour Bus as grand marshals 
in Anaconda’s 2025 Fourth of July Parade. (Not pictured: Carol Prescar). Photo courtesy of Maureen Watt.

What is the American Legion 
Auxiliary?

According to Maureen Watt, 
a longtime member of the 
organization, the Auxiliary’s 
purpose is to assist the American 
Legion with anything it needs. 

And for the most part, the 
biggest way the Auxiliary does 
this in Anaconda is by hosting 
bingo nights every Thursday at 
the American Legion Hall.

To be in the American Legion 
Auxiliary, one must be a spouse, 
mother, grandmother, sister, 
daughter or granddaughter of a 
veteran who served in the global 
War on Terror, the Gulf War, 
Panama, Lebanon/Grenada, the 
Vietnam War, the Korean War, 
World War II or other conflicts. 
The membership application for 
the American Legion Auxiliary 
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Anaconda Oxygen ServiceAnaconda Oxygen Service
Locally owned & operated by 

J.D. Anderson, RRT and Jana Anderson, RN

Accepting Medicare, Medicaid, as well as most major insurance plans.
301 Main St. • Anaconda, MT 59711 • (406) 563-5677

Oxygen • Portable Oxygen  
CPAP • Bi-PAP

Nebulizers
Night Time Pulse Oximetry

Joe Burgman, J.D. Anderson
Lindsay Siders, KimBerly Sevalstad & Jana Anderson

Care for all generations
A lifetime of top-notch

 specialized health care, close to home. 
Your extraordinary circumstances

 are our everyday ones.
We’re seeing new patients now, 

and every step of the way.

Top 100 Critical Access Hospital 
The Chartis Center For Rural Health

Your Health Is Important To Us

A Mountain of Experience.    

A Community of Healing.

COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
  OF ANACONDA

401 W. Pennsylvania Street  |  Anaconda  |  (406) 563-8500  |  www.communityhospitalofanaconda.org

CARE FOR ALL GENERATIONS

A lifetime of top-notch specialized health care, close to home. Your extraordinary circumstances are our everyday ones.  

We’re seeing new patients now, and every step of the way.

TRIPLE CROWN
AWARD WINNING 

CARE

TOP 100
CRITICAL ACCESS HOSPITAL

IVANTAGE HEALTHSTRONG

BEST PRACTICE 
RECIPIENT-QUALITY

NATIONAL RURAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION

TOP 100
GREAT COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

BECKER’S HOSPITAL REVIEW

401 W. Pennsylvania Street     Anaconda        (406) 563-8500      www.communityhospitalofanaconda.org

AUXILIARY from Page 15

Anaconda American Legion Post No. 21 Auxiliary members Maureen Watt, 
left, Maureen Parrow and Marge Tucker get ready to call bingo numbers at 
a recent bingo night at the Legion Hall. Leader photo: Kasey Edge-Faur

also lists ‘self ’ as one of the 
possible relationships to a veteran 
to check off.

In addition to bingo nights, 
the Auxiliary also organizes 
the American Legion’s pancake 
breakfast fundraisers, sponsors 
students to go to American 
Legion Girls’ State and American 
Legion Boys’ State, which are 
“immersive, week-long civic 
leadership programs that teach 
high school students about 
government, democracy, and the 
importance of civic engagement,” 
according to the American 
Legion Montana website. “These 
programs empower young leaders 
through hands-on learning, 
public service simulations, 
and leadership development 
activities,” the website states.

This year, a few members of the 
American Legion Auxiliary also 
rode in Anaconda’s Fourth of July 
parade.

The American Legion 
Auxiliary members who were in 
the parade this year were Watt, 
Marge Tucker, Sue Dickerson, 

Carol Prescar, Audrey Parrow and 
Maureen Parrow.

Watt, the Parrows and Tucker 
are also the members that make 
up the “core group” that helps to 
host the bingo nights, Watt said.

Watt said the Anaconda 
American Legion Auxiliary has 
26 members, but only eight to 10 
of them are local. 

The American Legion 
Auxiliary’s mission is to support 
the American Legion and honor 
the sacrifice of those who 
serve by enhancing the lives 
of our veterans, military, and 
their families, both at home 
and abroad, according to the 
American Legion Auxiliary for 
the Department of Montana 
website. 

“For God and Country, we 
advocate for veterans, educate 
our citizens, mentor youth, 
and promote patriotism, good 
citizenship, peace, and security,” 
the website states. 

For more information, visit 
https://www.montanaauxiliary.
com.
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