
20242024

Friday, November 29Friday, November 29
Downtown AnacondaDowntown Anaconda

Light ParadeLight Parade

Tree Lighting CeremonyTree Lighting Ceremony

5:30
6:00

A special
 supplement to

down Main Street

Kennedy Common

$750 & $250 Drawings$750 & $250 Drawings
Anaconda Christmas Cash. Must be present with stroll button

Mannequin Contest • Food VendorsMannequin Contest • Food Vendors
 Festival of Trees Festival of Trees

Free Photos with SantaFree Photos with Santa
Hickory House InnHickory House Inn

Christmas StrollChristmas Stroll
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Schedule of Events
6:00 p.m.

Tree Lighting
Kennedy Common

Mannequin 
Contest

2 Drawings!
$750   $250

Pictures With 
Santa

Hickory House Inn 

Food Booths

5:30 p.m.
Lighted Christmas 

Parade

Festival of Trees

Anaconda’s 
Third Annual 

Vintage 
Christmas 

Market 
 

Located in the Montana 
(Marcus Daly’s historic Montana Hotel) 

200 Main Street 
Anaconda, Montana 

Saturday, November 30th 
                                                                    9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
                                                                    Free Entry for All! 

 
 

 
Our local vendors have been busy gathering and creating incredible items 

to bring to this year’s market. This beautiful and historic venue will be filled 
with vintage holiday décor, collectibles, yummy treats, and hand-crafted 

goods to kick off your holiday shopping. 

                                                            
 

                                                      Organized by Bees Knees Montana 
For more information please email beesknees.MT@gmail.com 
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Anaconda’s
Third Annual

Vintage
Christmas

Market
Located in the Montana

(Marcus Daly’s historic Montana Hotel)
200 Main Street

Anaconda, Montana
Saturday, November 30th

9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Free Entry for All!

Our local vendors have been busy gathering & creating incredible items to bring to this 
year’s market. This beautiful & historic venue will be filled with vintage holiday décor, 

collectibles, yummy treats, & hand-crafted goods to kick off our holiday shopping.

Organized by Bees Knees Montana
For more information please email beeknees.MT@gmail.com

Welcome To The StrollWelcome To The Stroll
Open Friday, November 29Open Friday, November 29

until 8:00 PMuntil 8:00 PM
Check out ourCheck out our

 Made in Montana  Made in Montana 
 and local artist &  and local artist & 

toy section!toy section!

Drop 

off you
r 

Toys for 

Tots

Smelter City Gymnastics will 

be serving hot cocoa with ice 

cream and homemade mini pies

Christmas season in Anaconda starts with Stroll Night

Santa rides in his “sleigh” on his way to the Christmas Tree Lighting 
at Kennedy Common to start the Christmas Stroll. Leader file photo.

Introducing the 
Festival of Trees

Anaconda has a distinct 
charm that can only be 
found in a small town, and 
during the Christmas season 
the city comes alive with 
lighted garlands adorning 
the streetlights, scattered 
decorated Christmas trees 
throughout downtown 
businesses, and of course, 
the magnificent Kennedy 
Common tree. 

And the event that, per 
tradition, kicks off the holiday 
season is the iconic lighting 
of the aforementioned tree 
during the annual Anaconda 
Christmas Stroll on Friday, 
Nov. 29.

If you’re unfamiliar with 
the event, the tree lighting 
isn’t exactly the beginning 
of the festivities, that would 
be the Parade of Lights. The 
illuminated floats, cars, and 
even bikes dazzle their way 
from the courthouse down 
Main Street. Lineup begins at 

the courthouse at 5 p.m., with 
the parade to start at 5:30 
p.m.

Then, what is arguably 
the highlight of the magical 
night is the Tree Lighting 
Ceremony at 6 p.m. 

During the ceremony, the 
announcer will draw numbers 
for the Stroll button drawing. 
Don’t get discouraged if 
your number isn’t drawn. 
No, you’re likely not on the 
naughty list and there will be 
more opportunities to win 
during the shopping event 
taking place downtown after 
the tree lighting. Without 
making any promises, Santa 
Claus has been known to 
show up as well.

During the Stroll, many 
downtown stores open 
their doors after hours 
allowing eager “strollers” an 
opportunity to win additional 
button drawings and get a 
head start on their holiday 
shopping including various 
sales and discounts.

There will be live 
mannequins on display, long a 

popular part of Stroll Night.
And Christmas Strollers 

in Anaconda will have a new 
fun treat for Stroll Night, 
as Discover Anaconda is 
introducing a Festival of 
Trees, with organizations, 
businesses and individuals 
decorating and donating 
trees – 10 in all – to go up for 
auction. 

The trees will be on display 
at the Elks Lodge starting at 5 
p.m. on the day of the Stroll, 
Nov. 29, with a reception 
at 8 p.m., then the bids will 
be pulled at 8:30 p.m. The 
proceeds will go to Discover 
Anaconda – or, in the case of 
trees donated by nonprofits, 
the proceeds of those will be 
divided 50/50.

Finally, photos and cookie 
decorating with Santa will be 
available at Hickory House 
Inn to solidify the memories 
for many years to come.

For more information 
about the Christmas Stroll, 
call the Discover Anaconda 
Visitors Center at (406) 563-
2400.
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Anaconda Elk’s Lodge #239
221 Main St | Anaconda, MT

Open fOr 

drinks 

at
4 pm

Join us and
Discover Anaconda

for live music during the

Ch r i s t ma s  St r o l l
by

Pickles & Co.
After the tree lighting,

enjoy a walking taco during the
Festival of TreesFestival of Trees

Open ‘til 7 pm 
for the stroll

HOURS
Monday - Saturday

9 AM - 6 PM
Sunday

10 AM - 4 PM

SPECIAL DEALS
STOREWIDE!

116 Alder (Just off E Park) (406) 563-7571

Christmas Shop at theChristmas Shop at the
mercantilemercantile

Lay-AwayLay-Away
Available!Available!

Stop in and check out the Storewide Sales
for Black Friday & Small Business Saturday

116 EAST PARK AVE.

PO BOX 180                ANACONDA, MT   59711             406.563.2081

421 E Commercial Avenue • 563-7053
9am - 8pm

PumpkinPumpkin
EmpanadasEmpanadas

Gift Cards Gift Cards 
make great make great 

Christmas gifts!Christmas gifts!

plus In-Store Specialsplus In-Store Specials

Toys for Tots to hold Toy and Food Drive on Dec. 6 at Albertson’s
The Toys for Tots operation 

in Anaconda is underway, 
and the annual collection of 
toys for many girls and boys 
in the Smelter City is set to 
have its biggest event of the 
year Friday, Dec. 6 from 1 
p.m. to 6 p.m. at Albertson’s 
Supermarket at 1300 E. Park 
Ave.

That’s where the Marine 
Corps League “Private 
Mike” Detachment 1380 
will be partnering with 
Albertson’s to collect toys 
as well as donations for the 
Project Care Food Bank in 
Anaconda. Customers at the 
checkout stand will have the 
opportunity to donate a new, 
unwrapped toy, and if they 
do so they will be provided 

with a bag of food that they 
may either choose to keep or 
may donate to the food bank.

Also, Stoke’s Market is 
collecting for Toys for Tots 
through the first part of 
December.

Toys for Tots, a program 
run by the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve for the past 75 years, 
is seeking donations of new, 
unwrapped toys. 

While in the past, families 
looking to sign up for Toys 
for Tots would have to do 
so with paper applications, 
that’s no longer how it’s 
done. Applications instead 
are processed on the website 
Anaconda-MT.ToysForTots.
org. There also are Toys for 
Tots posters around town 

that have both the name of 
the website and the QR Code 
that people can scan with 
their phones to take them 
to the site. The cut-off date 
to register is Dec. 18. Toy 
distribution day is Dec. 21.

Drop boxes are available 
at the following places: 
406 Gifts; ACE Hardware; 
Albertsons; Anaconda 
Leader; Anaconda Liquor 
Store; Anaconda Outdoors; 
Anaconda Tire Pros; 
APOC World; AWARE, 
Inc; Beautiful Life Clothng; 
Coffee Corral; Country 
Pumpkins Daycare; CVS; 
Dee Motor; Deer Lodge 
County Courthouse; 
Discover Anaconda Visitors 
Center; Dollar Store; 
Donivan’s Restaurant; 
Firefly Restaurant; First 
Montana Bank; Forgotten 
Times Barber Shop; Giddy-
Up Mercantile; Hope 
Lutheran Church; Lisac’s 
Tires; Murdochs; NAPA 
Auto Parts; Pizza Hut; 
Presbyterian Church; Ray 
Peterson Electric; Smelter 
City Brewing; Smelter City 
Family Development Center; 
Smelter City Senior Center; 
Stokes Market; Southwest 
Montana Community 
Federal Credit Union; Taco 
Time; Northern Hall Tap 
Room; The Bighorn Wine 

Bar; The Revolver; Thrifty 
Drug; True Value Hardware; 
and Valley Bank (formerly 
Glacier).

Toys can also be given to 
any Marine Corps League 
member, as can monetary 
donations for purchasing 

toys. All donations stay 
in Anaconda. For more 
information, contact Dave 
Fenchak at (406) 560-
6442, go to Anaconda-MT.
ToysForTots.org or visit the 
Anaconda Toys for Tots page 
on Facebook. 

The AOH Hall is transformed into Toy Town for the Marine 
Corps League’s annual Toys for Tots drive. Leader file photo.

Secret Santa 
will be out 
looking to 
reward Stroll 
Button wearers

Secret Santa will be 
downtown every Saturday 
until Christmas, starting on 
Saturday, Nov. 30, looking 
to hand out Anaconda 
Christmas Cash to shoppers 
inside participating stores who 
are wearing their Christmas 
Stroll Buttons. 

For the complete list of 
participating Christmas Stroll 
businesses, see the Christmas 
Stroll ad on Page 8 of this 
edition.
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LIVE MUSIC
by

Dan Henry
7:30pm

Join us for the

Christmas Stroll!

Warm up at The Revolver
with Hot Toddies &
other drink specials!

The Grinch will 

The Grinch will 

be Here!
be Here!

Anaconda’s Coffee HeadquartersAnaconda’s Coffee Headquarters
112 E Park Ave (406) 563-4596112 E Park Ave (406) 563-4596

Grinch DrinkGrinch Drink

SpecialsSpecials

Grinch DrinksGrinch Drinks
Irish Coffee, Hot Irish Coffee, Hot 

Chocolate & Peppermint Chocolate & Peppermint 
Schnapps, Egg Nog & Schnapps, Egg Nog & 
Rum, Non-alcoholic Rum, Non-alcoholic 

Lattes and Hot Lattes and Hot 
Chocolate available!Chocolate available!

Warm up with aWarm up with a

Holiday LatteHoliday Latte
During the Stroll!During the Stroll!

OPENOPEN

7:30 am - 8:00 pm7:30 am - 8:00 pm
on stroll dayon stroll day

School Christmas 
Concert schedule set

Children’s Christmas Store 
will be on Dec. 7 at AOH

Gift giving is a Christmas 
staple and on Saturday, Dec. 
7, Anaconda’s youth will 
have the chance to shop for 
gifts as the Women’s Club’s 
annual Children’s Christmas 
Store returns once again. 

The pop-up store will 
be located in its usual spot 
at the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians’ Hall on 106 
Cherry St. and it is set to 
open at 9 a.m. and last until 
noon. 

Only the youngsters will 
be allowed entry, and they 
can buy up to eight gifts for 
moms, dads, brother, sisters, 
and other family members. 
All kids will need to bring a 
list of family members that 
they wish to buy gifts for 
when they come to shop. 
Presents will be limited to 
10 each to ensure that all 
shoppers have enough to 
choose from. 

As usual, no parents will 
be allowed in to the hall to 
shop with their kids. All 
parents in attendance are 
encouraged to wait in their 
vehicle until their child is 
done shopping. 

There will be an 
abundance of gifts for the 
kiddos to choose from, 
all of which will be just 
$1. Donation are being 
accepted, especially men’s 

items, home and decoration 
items and items for kids. 
Anyone can donate items 
of good condition to the 
Women’s Club by bringing 
it to the Southwest Montana 
Community Federal Credit 
Union located at 1035 W. 
Park Ave. 

Anaconda’s Women’s Club 
is still seeking volunteers 
for this year’s event. Help 
is needed with the setup 
and cleanup of the store. 

You may also volunteer to 
wrap the gifts for children 
as they are checking out. 
Police officers, dispatchers 
and high school students 
will be on hand to help as 
well. Anyone who wishes to 
donate his or her time can 
contact Sherrie Patterson at 
406-490-8222.

All proceeds from this 
event will go toward 
scholarships for Anaconda 
High School seniors. 

Voices of the 
Pintlers to 
hold Christmas 
concert Dec. 15

The Voices of the Pintlers, 
Anaconda’s Adult Education 
Program choir under the 
direction of Spencer Fehr, will 
have its Christmas concert on 
Sunday, Dec. 15 at 2 p.m. at 
the Anaconda Junior/Senior 
High School Little Theater. 

The concert program will 
be published in a future 
edition of the Anaconda 
Leader.

It wouldn’t be Christmas without music, and Anaconda 
Public Schools have a full slate of holiday concerts 
scheduled, with Lincoln, Fred Moodry and Anaconda 
Junior/Senior High schools are all holding concerts in 
December. The schedule is as follows:

Thursday, Dec. 12
• JH Instrumental Concert (Band/Orchestra), 7 p.m. at the 

FMIS Auditorium.
Saturday, Dec. 14
• Choraleers with the Butte Symphony, 7:30 p.m. at 

Motherlode Theater in Butte.
Monday, Dec. 16
• AHS Holiday Concert featuring the Concert Band, Concert 

Orchestra, Choraleers, and Concert Choir, 7 p.m. at the Washoe 
Theater.

Tuesday, Dec. 17
• JH Choir Concert, 7 p.m. at the FMIS Auditorium.
Wednesday, Dec. 18
• FMIS Instrumental Concert (Band/Orchestra), 7 p.m. at the 

FMIS Auditorium.
Thursday, Dec. 19
• Lincoln School Program at the Washoe Theater. The 

schedule is as follows:
- Early Kindergarten: 9 a.m.
- Kindergarten: 9:45 a.m.
- First grade: 10:30 a.m.
- Second grade: 11:15 a.m.
• FMIS 3rd-4th grade Programs at 1 p.m. at FMIS.
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Festival
of Trees

Friday, November 29
during the Christmas Stroll

Anaconda Elk’s Lodge
Stop In To View The Trees and Place A 

Bid Anytime During The Stroll

8:00     No Host Bar
      Hors’doeuvres
8:30     Bids Pulled

Everyone Welcome!
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Church’s annual baby 
shower set for Dec. 8

Hope Lutheran Church 
will be holding their annual 
Holiday Festival and soup 
and sandwich luncheon on 
Saturday, Dec. 7 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  

Soup and sandwich 
luncheon will be served from 

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for a fee of 
$10 for adults, $6 for children.

The festival will feature 
baked goods, crafts, white 
elephant gifts, a raffle 
and more. This event is a 
fundraiser to benefit the High 
School Lunch Bunch program 
held on Wednesdays for 
Anaconda Junior/Senior High 
School students.

Then on Sunday, Dec. 8, 

Hope Lutheran Church will 
hold its annual Baby and New 
Family Shower from 2-4 p.m. 
at the church. 

Please bring unwrapped 
gifts of clothes, toys, supplies 
and books for children ages 6 
months to 2 years old.

Hope Lutheran Church is 
at 1506 W. Pennsylvania Ave. 
For more information, call 
(406) 563-7381.

Carol Schultz, seated left, Danette Johnson, Sandy Wilson, 
Amy Dodd, Janie Dierenfeldt and Deb Forsman, seated right, 
hold up the various quilts that are among the items that’ll be 
raffled off at Hope Lutheran Church’s annual Holiday Festival 
on Saturday, Dec. 7. Leader photo: James S. Rosien

Hope Lutheran Holiday Fest is Dec. 7 ‘Christmas for Kids’ is Dec. 15
The Masons’ “Christmas for 

Kids” will be on Dec. 15 starting 
with a free movie at the Washoe 
Theatre. Afterward, the Elks 
Lodge will have ice cream, pizza 

and other fun activities, and 
finally there’ll be a free night of 
bowling at Cedar Park Lanes. 
For more information, call Jim 
Zenahlik at (406) 560-4029.
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Gingerbread House Workshop is a First 
Montana Bank Christmastime tradition

There will be lots of colorful 
sweet decorations available for 
children to use to adorn their 
miniature gingerbread houses 
at First Montana Bank, which is 
bringing back its Gingerbread 
House Workshop in the lobby 
at the Main Street branch, 123 
Main St. at a date and time to be 

determined. The date and time 
will be announced when they 
have been set.

First Montana Bank 
will provide the miniature 
gingerbread houses already 
assembled and ready to frost, 
along with plenty of sweet white 
frosting and a wide assortment 

of colorful candy decorations 
for kids to create their own 
confectionery cottages. 

Elves will be on hand to help 
the younger children with their 
gingerbread houses. Bring your 
camera to capture a photo of 
your child with the elves for a 
keepsake photo.

Signups for Project Care Food Bank’s 
Christmas baskets run through Dec. 14

Signups for the Project 
Care Food Bank’s Christmas 
baskets will be from after 

Thanksgiving until Dec. 14. 
There are several places to 
sign up and the cost is free. 

Sign up at either the 
food bank in St. Peter’s 
Church (open Mondays 
and Thursdays from 1-3 
p.m.), the Anaconda Thrift 
Center, the Anaconda-Deer 
Lodge County Public Health 
Department, the Anaconda 
Family Resource Center or 
Gateway Christian Fellowship.

Pickup will take place on 
Tuesday, Dec. 17 between 
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. in the 
Raymond G. Hunthausen 
Center at the Holy Family 
Church. Call Terry Vaughn 
at 406-560-5785 for more 
information. The food bank 
asks that you only sign up 
for either yourself or your 
household.

Ladies’ Night 
Out is Dec. 5 
at the Elks

Copper Village presents 
"Ladies Night Out" on 
Thursday, Dec. 5 at  6 p.m., 
upstairs at the Anaconda 
Elks Lodge. Admission is $15 
and an ornament or small 
gift item. Delicious food and 
wine provided. There will 
be a live auction and raffles. 
Come join the fun. For more 
information, call Copper 
Village at (406) 563-2422.

Anaconda 
where Main Street 

meets the mountains
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Thompson’s Bar
213 Main St • Anaconda

It All Starts atIt All Starts at

Serving Serving 
Alpines!Alpines!

SSttoopp  anandd  hhaavvee  
aa  ddrriinnkk  wwiitthh  uuss!!

OPENOPEN
onon
Thanksgiving Thanksgiving 
Night!Night!

Buy Your Button
While They Last!

On Sale At These Locations
406 Gifts 	
Ace Hardware	
Anaconda Disposal	
Anaconda Leader	
Anaconda Outdoor	
Anode Designs	
Beautiful Life Clothing	
Big Horn	
Big Stack Casino	
Coffee Corral	
Dee Motor	
Fairmont Hot Springs
First Montana Bank
Giddy Up	

Hoyal Jewelry	
ITB
Jordi’s Cantina
Marcus Daly Motel	
O’Bellas	
Old Works Golf Course	
Sweet Home MT	
The Hang Out
The Haufbrau	
The Little Things	
The Vape Spot	
Thompson’s Bar
Thrifty Drug	
Valley Bank

Christmas tree cutting permits available through the Forest Service
Coming back to Recreation.

gov this holiday season, you’ll 
be able to purchase a permit 
to cut down a Christmas Tree 
on the Beaverhead-Deerlodge 
National Forest. Cutting down 
your own tree is the perfect 
way to create a memorable 
holiday experience, share a 
special tradition with family 
and friends, and help maintain 
a healthy forest.

Christmas Tree Permits 
will be available for purchase 
through Recreation.gov. Sales 
dates for permits may vary by 
individual forests, so be sure to 
check with your local forest for 
location-specific information.

Where to Cut Your Tree
Your permit allows you 

to cut Christmas trees on 
the Beaverhead-Deerlodge 
National Forest.

Make sure you cut your tree 
on public lands by checking 
either the Southwest Montana 
Interagency Visitor Map or 
the Beaverhead-Deerlodge 
National Forest Visitors Map 
and follow road signs.

Do not cut on private land, 
in wilderness areas, designated 
recreation sites, previously 
thinned areas, or existing tree 
plantations.

Do not cut in active timber 
sales or areas that have been 

planted with new trees. 
Do not cut trees visible from 

major roads, within 150-feet of 
streams and creeks, or in other 
well-used areas.

Please post your permit on 
your dash.

Selecting Your Tree
Each forest has limitations 

on the size of the tree you can 
cut and the species of trees that 
are permitted. See below to 
help you measure and choose 
a tree that meets your permit’s 
guidelines. 

Prohibited Tree Species: 
Whitebark Pine or White Pine 
(5-Needle Pine).

For identification 
information, visit: 
https://fieldguide.
mt.gov/displaySpecies.
aspx?family=Pinaceae 

Tree Height: 12 feet 
maximum; Stump height: 6 
inches maximum.

Take the whole tree. Cutting 
the tree top off is prohibited.

If snow is on the ground, 
remove it from around the 
stump so you can accurately 
measure the stump and tree 
height. 

Cut the leftover branches 
from the stump and scatter 
them.

Planning Your Trip
How to Plan Your Trip

Before you leave home, be 
sure to measure the space 
where you plan to place the 
tree in your home (height and 
width), and measure the space 
in your vehicle where you will 
be transporting the tree.

Cell service may be spotty or 
unavailable. Be sure someone 
knows where you are and when 
to expect you back.

Check the latest weather 
conditions, forest warnings and 
road closures before you leave 
on your trip.

Bring a map with you. Don’t 
rely on GPS because it may 
not be up-to-date with forest 
service roads.

Dress warmly and take 
extra dry clothes. Expect 
winter weather, including cold 
temperatures, snow and wind.

Roads may not be plowed. 
Carry tire chains, shovel(s) 
and a tow chain. Be sure your 
vehicle has a full tank of gas. 
Bring a spare key and give it 
to someone else in your party. 
Don’t get locked out of your car.

Park in areas so that traffic 
can get by safely, and do not 
block gates.

Bring plenty of food and 
water with you as well as an 
overnight survival kit in case 
you become stranded.

Start your day early. Be sure 
to find your tree and leave the 
woods before dark.

Helpful Cutting Tips
Carry your tree carefully out 

of the woods. Dragging the tree 
will rub off needles and bark. 

If the tree is too big to 
transport inside of your vehicle, 
wrap it in canvas to prevent 
wind damage. 

Once home, cut the bottom 
of the trunk off and place the 
freshly cut trunk in a bucket of 
water. Replenish water. 

If storing your tree outside 
for a few days before putting it 
in the house, keep it in an area 
protected from the wind, such 
as the north or east side of your 
house or under a shaded tree.

Tools you might want to 
consider bringing with you 
include a measuring tape to 
ensure you select a tree that fits 
in your home; handsaw to cut 
your tree; gloves to protect your 
hands; boots to protect your 
feet; a tarp to sit on and/or to 

move your tree once it’s cut; and 
rope or straps to secure your 
tree to your vehicle.

Choose a tree from a dense 
forested area, which will give 

the remaining trees more space 
to grow.

For more information, 
contact the Pintler Ranger 
District at (406) 859-3211.
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20242024
AnacondaAnaconda

Friday, November 29
Kennedy Common

Live Mannequins
 In Downtown Stores

Festival of Trees
Elk’s Lodge - stop in throughout the night to view 

and place your bids to purchase a tree!
8 p.m. Free Hors d’oeuvres & No Host Bar

8:30 p.m. Winners pulled

Secret Santa Secret Santa SaturdaysSaturdays
Santa will be downtown every Saturday from Nov. 30 until Christmas

 handing out Anaconda Christmas cash to shoppers
 inside participating stores wearing stroll buttons!

Light Parade • Tree Lighting • Santa Photos • 2 Button Drawings • Live Mannequins • Festival of Trees
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2 Button Drawings   

Must be present and have button
$750     $250

Participating Christmas Stroll Businesses

ChristmasChristmas
 Stroll    Stroll   

Tree Lighting

5:30
6:00 

Light Parade

Downtown Stroll to follow

Photos with Santa/
Cookie Decorating

Following the Stroll • Hickory House Inn

*406 Gifts  
*Ace Hardware 
*Anaconda Disposal 
*Anaconda Leader 
*Anaconda Outdoor 
*Anode Designs 
*Beautiful Life Clothing 
*Big Horn 
*Big Stack Casino 
*Coffee Corral 
*Dee Motor   
*Fairmont Hot Springs
*First Montana Bank 
*Giddy Up 
*Hoyal Jewelry 
*ITB

*Jordi’s Cantina
*Marcus Daly Motel 
*O’Bellas 
*Old Works Golf Course 
*Sweet Home MT 
*The Hang Out
*The Haufbrau 
*The Little Things 
*The Vape Spot 
*Thompson’s Bar
*Thrifty Drug 
*Valley Bank 
Anaconda Realty
Anaconda/Deer Lodge County
AWARE, Inc.
Barclay II
Blackfoot Communications

CCCS
Colbert Electric
Community Hospital
Copperhead Lodge
Discover Ski 
Fairmont Hot Springs
Harrington Pepsi
Longfellow Finnegan Funeral Home
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The Department of Public 
Health and Human Services 
(DPHHS) announced today 
that donation boxes have been 
set up at various locations 
across the state to receive 
holiday gifts to benefit Montana 
State Hospital (MSH) patients.

The effort is part of the 
annual Gifts with a Lift 
program that has played an 
instrumental role in spreading 
holiday cheer to patients for 
the past 72 years. The program 
ensures all MSH patients 
receive a gift this holiday 
season.

MSH Gifts with a Lift 
coordinator Derek O’Brien said 

the program is very important 
to patients.

“This annual tradition 
helps brighten the holiday 
season for patients who are 
away from family, friends and 
their communities,” O’Brien 
said. “Gifts with a Lift relies 
exclusively on the generous 
donations from Montanans 
who have historically supported 
this program for decades, and 
we’re excited to continue this 
effort.”

The program is jointly 
coordinated by the National 
Alliance for Mental Illness-MT 
and DPHHS.

Ideas for gift suggestions 

include but are not limited to 
the following: pocket games/
composition books, socks, 
t-shirts/sweatshirts, winter wear 
(hats, gloves, jackets), slippers, 
blankets/ throws, handheld 
AM/FM radios, and stationery. 
MSH is especially in need 
of winter coats for men and 
women in sizes M – 3X. (Larger 
sizes preferred; hoodies and 
items with strings will not be 
accepted.)

Individuals or service 
organizations interested 
in “adopting” a patient are 
encouraged to contact O’Brien 
at (406) 693-7137.

Gifts mailed to the hospital 

should not be wrapped; 
however, donations of wrapping 
paper and gift boxes are 
welcome.

“Also, to properly 
acknowledge our generous 
program donors, please be sure 
to include a return receipt, if 
mailed, as well as your name 
and address along with the gift,” 
O’Brien said. 

Gifts or cash donations can 
be mailed to Gifts with a Lift, 
c/o Derek O’Brien, PO Box 300, 
Montana State Hospital, Warm 
Springs, MT 59756. Please 
drop gifts off at participating 
community drop sites by Dec. 
6 or at MSH by Dec. 11. If you 
wish to mail gifts or donations, 
please make sure they are 
postmarked by Dec. 6 to ensure 
they arrive on time. Please 
make checks payable to: Gifts 
with a Lift.

MSH is the only publicly 
operated inpatient psychiatric 
hospital in the state. It provides 
treatment to adults who have 
serious mental illnesses and 
who are referred from hospitals, 
mental health programs, and 
district courts from across the 
state.

Gifts can be dropped off at 
the Anaconda-Deer Lodge 
County Courthouse, MSU 
Extension Office, Third Floor, 
800 Main St., Anaconda, MT  
59711. Contact: Paula Arneson, 
(406) 563-4035. Drop-off times 
are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. They also 
may be sent to Montana State 
Hospital, PO Box 300, Warm 
Springs, MT 59756. Contact: 
Derek O’Brien, (406) 693-7137. 
Contact O’Brien for drop-off 
locations in Butte, Bozeman, 
Billings, Helena and Missoula.

Gifts with a Lift Program spreads holiday cheer to MSH patients

The Friends of Hearst Free 
Library’s Christmas Tea will 
be from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Sunday, Dec. 8 upstairs at the 
library. This is a free event, 
held annually as a thank-you 
for the library’s patrons. This 
year’s event features music by 
guitarist Kimberly Paddock, 

strumming Christmas music, 
as well as readings featuring a 
few new Christmas kids books. 
There will be refreshments 
and, of course, tea. Hearst Free 
Library is located at 401 Main 
St. in Anaconda. For more 
information, call (406) 563-
6932.

Library Christmas Tea is Dec. 8

Stroll on into Jordi's where 
they have breakfast, lunch 
& dinner 7 days a week! 

Stop in 
& see us!

627 E Park Ave Anaconda, MT 59711 (406) 563-0134

A fun, positive atmosphere with servers who are cheerful & always happy to see you.

We may be TexMex but 
we have American 

dishes too! 

We have 11 TVs, 

Montana Sports 

Bet, Montana 

Lottery, & a Casino 


