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Anaconda HIGH SCHOOL
Principal: Erik Swanson	
Athletic Director: Dakota Norris
School Colors: Blue and Silver
School Song: Illinois Loyalty 	
Superintendent: John Sullivan
School Mascot: Copperhead Snake

Spring Activities
• Softball    •Golf      • Tennis	 • Track          
• Choraleers    • Chorus	 • Orchestra 

Winter Activities
• Boys Basketball   • Girls Basketball    
• Wrestling             • Band

Fall Activities
• Cheerleading         • Football
• Cross Country        • Volleyball
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On the cover:On the cover:
WRESTLING: Team
BAND: Rowdy Barber, Jacob Patterson, Dylan Clark, Joseph Howell
BOYS BASKETBALL: Team
GIRLS BASKETBALL:  Team

Photos by
James Rosien, Patrick Williams

We’ll always We’ll always 
treat you right!treat you right!

Dee Motor Co.Dee Motor Co.
1200 East Commercial • 563-5225 • Anaconda

www.deemotors.com • www.deemotorchevy.com
116 Alder St.    Anaconda, MT 59711

406.563.7571

Giddy Up
Mercantile

Apparel • Kids Clothing & Toys
MT Gifts • Pet Food & Supplies

Home Decor 
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Cael Mikalatos

Kain Maes

BOYS BASKETBALLBOYS BASKETBALL
C O P P E R H E A D 

Aidan Tuss Riley Kriskovich River Hurley Cory Galle Billy Farmer

Teague Cromwell

Wade Dahood Tanner Cromwell Tytan Cook Kale Pyles Shane Schalk Treyton Patrick
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Brody Galle Travis DyeJesse Jones Gavin Browning

Avery Wayland AJ Moses Kaleb Morley Gillie Everett Junior Erickson

MGR-Tanner McDonald MGR-Renzo McCarthyMGR-Ryan Smith MGR-Brett Dahood

Steven Brown

Aidan Tuss jukes out the Deer Lodge defense.
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Riley Schell

Boys
Basketball 
Coaches Eric Hoiland Jackie McKenna

211 Cherry • 563-3419

Allan Clark
Your Farmers Agent

Good Luck 
Copperheads!

805 E. Commercial • Anaconda
406.563.7552    Emergency Service: 406.691.7552

Inc.
•Commercial • Residential • Industrial

Proud CoPPerhead SuPPorterS!

Dakota Norris Henry Huber Carson Hritsco

2024 Varsity Boys Basketball

2024 JV Boys Basketball

River Hurley, below, 
d e m o n s t ra te s  th a t 
6 - f o o t - 6  h e i g h t 
advantage of his (to say 
nothing of wingspan) 
a s  h e  t o we r s  o ve r 
Darby. Photo courtesy 
of Carly Moodry.
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With playoffs underway, there’s high hopes for 
Anaconda hoops after a season full of highlights
James S. Rosien
Editor

Left: Wade Dahood posterizes a kid from Powell County as he puts up a bucket over the Wardens on Senior Night. Right: 
Meela Mitchell draws contact as she cuts to the basket for an and-1 over the Lady Wardens. Photos courtesy of Carly Moodry.

Though the 2023-
2024 regular season has 
wrapped up, Anaconda’s 
hoop dreams are only just 
beginning as the District 
6-B Basketball Tournament 
in Deer Lodge is now 
underway, with the top 
four teams for the boys and 
the girls alike to advance to 
Western B Divisionals in 
Pablo next week. 

But that’s getting a bit 
ahead of the game, as we 
first have a full season to 
review – and it’s been a 
year full of highlights. 

We’ll start things off with 
the Lady Copperheads, 
who as the No. 2 seed are 
entering districts with a 
first-round bye. 

The girls positively 
blitzed through the 
regular season, going 15-3 
including their two Ws at 
the Smelter City/Prison 
City Tip-Off Tourney. 

Led by a quartet of 
starting seniors in Larkin 
Galle, Maniyah Lunceford, 
Makena Patrick and Cali 
Pesanti and their dynamo 
of a junior in Meela 
Mitchell, and backed up 
by a solid set of reserves 
in Giana Chor, Maleah 
Gress, Hayden Lunceford, 
Quincy Saltenberger, Rain 
Daniels and Cate DeSanto, 
the Lady Copperheads 
currently rank eighth in 
Class B per Maxpreps.com. 

The season started off 
on the right foot with the 
Lady Copperheads blazing 
past the Lady Blue Devils 
of Class A Corvallis, 51-33, 
with Lunceford towering 
over the competition by 
posting a double-double 
with 17 points and 12 
boards. That game also 
saw Patrick’s return 

from a nearly year-long 
absence due to a serious 
knee injury she sustained 
early in the 2022-2023 
campaign, and after easing 
back into the lineup she’s 
returned to pre-injury 
form. 

Another big story for 
the girls was the 11-game 
winning streak they rattled 
off to start the season, 
practically all of them 
blowouts, with double-
digit wins over Charlo, 
Stillwater, Drummond, 
Thompson Falls, Florence, 
Philipsburg, Butte Central, 
Arlee and Deer Lodge. 
Next up after all that were 
the Lady Falcons with 
a chance for revenge, 
but Anaconda escaped 
Florence with a two-point 
win. 

Then it happened. That 
improbable buzzer-beater 
of a loss when St. Ignatius 

put up a prayer practically 
from half court to hand 
Anaconda their first loss 
of the season. Then it was 
two more in the L column, 
literally, with Loyola-
Sacred  Heart breaking out 
the brooms for the regular-
season sweep of the Lady 
Copperheads. 

Yet rather than let that 
get to them, Anaconda 
came roaring back with a 
home-and-home drubbing 
of Darby, a domination of 
Deer Lodge at home on 
Senior Night, and another 
shellacking of the Scarlets 
to wrap things up before 
playoff time.

But the story of the 
season so far for the girls 
has to be the emergence 
of Mitchell as Anaconda’s 
leading scoring threat, 
particularly in the paint 
with quick drives to the 
basket. The 11th grader 

has turned her game up 
to 12 – or more like to 20 
or more, as she’s cracked 
the 20-point mark at least 
10 times this season by 
our count. She hung the 
Lady Copperheads’ first 
30-burger on a team (31 
against St. Ignatius) since 
Patrick last did so in 
December of 2022, and just 
missed two more 30-point 
outings by a single digit. 

With just the three 
losses to two teams, the 
Lady Copperheads are 
poised to make a run to 
divisionals and beyond. 
Their first postseason game 
is Friday afternoon against 
the winner of Florence 
vs. Arlee, and with a win 
they’ll play for the district 
title on Saturday. 

The third-seeded 
Copperhead boys’ playoff 
run started Thursday night 
against Darby, and while 

this publication went to 
press before the result of 
that game was known we 
can say that the two times 
these teams have faced 
each other this season it 
was Anaconda all the way. 
With a win, the ‘Heads 
would have their chance 
at revenge against the 
Warriors of Arlee, who 
handed them a pair of 
losses this season. 

A win in that revenge 
game would propel 
Anaconda into the district 
championship on Saturday, 
and punch their ticket to 
divisionals, while a loss 
would pit them against 
the loser of Deer Lodge 
vs. Florence in a loser-out 
game. Fortunately for the 
‘Heads they’ve defeated 
both those teams twice 
this season in dominant 
fashion, and a win in that 

See HOOPS on page 9
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Thompson’s Bar
213 Main • Anaconda

Go Copperheads!Go Copperheads!

Wishing All Anaconda Teams A Great Sports Season!

Good Luck 
Copperheads

Open 24 hrs/7 days

909 Goosetown Rd. 
Anaconda
563-7878

Go 
Copperheads!!

204 East Commercial • 563-7115
Butte • 723-6311

Statewide • 1-800-848-9331
Visit Us At www.rf-team.com

Cael Mikalatos, left, and Billy Farmer go up for a pair of lay-ins over Darby. 
Photos courtesy of Carly Moodry.

Left: Tanner Cromwell goes up for a lay-in on Darby. Middle: Riley Kriskovich 
gets some points in the paint on the Wardens. Leader photos. Right: Tytan Cook 
soars for a basket on Mission/St. Ignatius. Photo courtesy of Carly Moodry.
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GIRLS BASKETBALLGIRLS BASKETBALL
C O P P E R H E A D 

Cali Pesanti Makena Patrick Maniyah Lunceford Larkin Galle Cate Desanto Meela Mitchell

SheaLee Novak

Grace Galle

Quincy SaltenbergerGiana Chor

Rain Daniels Grace Mehrens

Maleah Gress

Logan McKay

Hayden LuncefordJade Moses

Addison Jovanovich Chloe Butler

MGR-Daylee Swanson MGR-Aliyah Valentini

Left: Cate DeSanto guards a Charlo player at the Smelter City Tip-Off. Middle: Makena Patrick puts up 
the sky hook on Darby. Right: Larkin Galle lofts one off a drive into the paint over Arlee.
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Good Luck Copperheads!

Come see us after your sporting events!

GO GET ‘EMGO GET ‘EM
COPPERHEADSCOPPERHEADS

 10345 Hwy 1 West, Anaconda, MT 59711      Phone: (406) 563-9982 or (406) 563 - 2234

    Open Sunday-
Thurs. 11-9

Open

MOnday thru thursday 11-9
Fri-sat 11-9:30

Have A Great Season!

JohnsonJohnson
CONSTRUCTION

3563 LOST CREEK ROAD • 406-563-3749

Good Luck Copperheads

Riley Schell

Girls
Basketball 
Coaches Eric Hoiland Jackie McKenna

Andy Saltenberger Mark Torney Mary Sandoval

Maniyah Lunceford gets a bucket over Loyola. Photo courtesy of Carly Moodry.
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98 Union Avenue • Anaconda • 563-5541

Steaks - Seafood - Pasta

Barclay II
Supper Club and Lounge

The Finest Montana Has To Offer...

Located alongside the new Forge Hotel - east of Anaconda

423 W. Park •  Anaconda • 406-563-9423

Good Luck copperheads!
We Carry 

Lettermen’s Jackets

2024 Varsity Girls Basketball

2024 JV Girls Basketball

game would send 
them to the third-
place game and on to 
divisionals.

At 12-6 on the 
season so far, 
including their wins at 
the Tip-Off Tourney 
over Stillwater 
and Harrison, the 
Copperheads are 
currently ranked 
11th in Class B per 
Maxpreps.com.

The boys have fared 
extremely well against 
three of their five 
district opponents, 
Darby, Deer Lodge 
and Florence, posting 
double-digit wins 
(and often then some) 
over each, while Arlee 
has given them some 
trouble and Loyola is 
looking like the team 
to beat in the entire 
state. Anaconda’s 
other Ws came 
against Drummond, 

Thompson Falls, 
Philipsburg and St. 
Ignatius, while their 
remaining Ls were 
against former Class 
A rivals Corvallis and 
Butte Central. 

Led by a bevy of 
seniors – Tytan Cook, 
Tanner Cromwell, 
Wade Dahood, Billy 
Farmer, Cory Galle, 
Riley Kriskovich, Cael 
Mikalatos, fan favorite 
Aidan Tuss and, of 
course, 6-6 star River 
Hurley – and backed 
up by capable crew 
of sophomores in 
Brody Galle, Shane 
Schalk, Travis Dye 
and Treyton Patrick, 
the Copperheads 
certainly have depth 
going for them. 

While Hurley has 
often been Anaconda’s 
leading scorer this 
season, and has 
reached or surpassed 

the 20-point mark 
at least a half a 
dozen times, this is 
a deep team full of 
contributors who’ve 
demonstrated they 
can put the ball in the 
basket – and keep the 
opposing team from 
doing the same.

And while the nine 
seniors for the boys 
and five more for 
the girls will surely 
be missed once the 
season concludes, 
there remains a 
talented bunch of 
up-and-comers – 
including a massive 
group of freshmen 
and sophomores 
on the boys’ side – 
who no doubt will 
be ready to step in 
once it’s their time to 
shine. But for now, it’s 
playoff time. And all 
we can say to that is, 
Go Copperheads!

HOOPS from Page 5

Cali Pesanti nabs a steal (one of many) against Arlee.
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WRESTLINGWRESTLING
C O P P E R H E A D 

Quality
Service

and
Products

UP YOUR GAME.
STAY IN THE GAME.
GET BACK IN THE GAME.

110 Main Street, Anaconda | pintlerpt.com | FREE CONSULTATIONS.
Do life better.®

563-0797

OUR SPORTS PROGRAM CAN HELP 
YOUR GAME.

Sports Performance

Injury Prevention

Injury Rehab

Ryleigh Warner Colin Sampson Aidan Miller Joseph Kerbis Thomas Fortier Jadyn Bomar

Bryley KrummKendra ReddRowdy Barber

Rachael Rogers

Ady Hoiland

Robert Knight

Camryn HoilandWesley Kendall

Kellen Connors Ingram Swimley

Tabitha Cheetham-Bjornemo
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Remington Bussard Jaysun Appling Roddy Wyant Maverick Staley Faith Stainer

Owen Pesanti Anna Kerbis Soren Keeland Jaidyn Holdaway Jordan Hillman Liam Harriman

Zachary Blodnick

Mace Garcia Xander Galle Megan Warner

(406) 563-3424 in MT 1-800-823-3424
113 East Third Street • Anaconda, Montana

The Law Firm Of

KD Knight & Dahood

AnAcondA’s Youth Are the Future oF our communitY

Maddia Johnston Gage Fonk Aislyn Eamon
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Wrestling Coaches

Joe Casey Ryan Pesanti Riley Forcella Tyler Forcella

Good Luck Copperheads!
Connors Law Firm, PLLC

Dedicated to providing
 professional service to our

Southwestern Montana Community

212 E Park Ave  l  Anaconda, MT  l  563.5297

Kenneth A. Connors

Good Luck Copperheads!

Good LuckGood Luck
COPPERHEADS!COPPERHEADS!

150 Van Buren Street
Anaconda • 563-2218

2020%%offoff
Purchases of $5 or more Purchases of $5 or more 

available on theavailable on the
McDonald’s AppMcDonald’s App

Ryleigh Warner, left, stares down her opponent from Powell County.
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1100 W. Park     563-6110  1-800-926-8335

Open Monday thru Sat.  8-5

of Anaconda
Lisac’s Tire

COPPERHEADS
COPPERHEADS
COPPERHEADS
COPPERHEADS
COPPERHEADS

Lisac’s Tire

COPPERHEADS
201 East Park  
Anaconda, MT

563-8441

We Ship Anywhere

Open Mon.-Fri. 9:00-5:00•Fine Giftware •Souvenirs
•Quality Gifts - Made in Montana!
•T-Shirts •Bridal Registry
•Travel Needs
•Large Selection Greeting Cards
•Prescription Delivery Available

563-6100
11791 Montana Hwy 1

Anaconda

• Low rates • Video Surveillance • All sizes /Metal Buildings 
• Covered RV Storage • Fenced & lighted • 7-day access 

•Credit Cards Accepted

Good Luck, Copperheads!

1.5 miles west of Anaconda on the way 
to beautiful Georgetown Lake

117 Main Street • anaconda, Montana • 563-8409

Good Luck
Copperheads

2024 Varsity Wrestling

CopperCopper  e sadh
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Copperhead wrestling’s successful 2023-24 
season capped by a state HWT championship
James S. Rosien
Editor

That’s a wrap on the 
2023-2024 Copperhead 
wrestling season, and it’s 
hard to imagine it going 
much better than it did 
from start to finish. 

And what a finish, 
with senior Aidan Miller 
bringing home Anaconda’s 
first-ever state heavyweight 
wrestling championship. 
Miller made history 
for the ‘Heads by going 
undefeated at the Class 
B/C State Wrestling 
Tournament in Billings 
last weekend to cap an 
already impressive run in 
which he won first place at 
divisionals and had only 
lost four matches the entire 
season heading into the 
tourney. 

And there would be no 
more in the loss column, 
but plenty more in the 
win side of the scorebook 
as he went 4-0 at state, 
including three wins by 
pin and a 10-0 major 
decision in his final match 
as a Copperhead to take 
home the hardware. Miller 
concluded his senior 
season with a 36-4 record 
and his high school career 
with 110 Ws. 

While Miller’s historic 
run into the record books 
has to be the biggest 
story of the wrestling 
season – and the biggest in 
Copperhead sports so far 
since the boys’ golf team 
won state back in May – 
there were plenty more 
highlights from ‘23-’24. 

One is the youth 
movement that’s afoot in 
the Copperhead wrestling 
room, a fact that’s well 
represented by Owen 
Pesanti making All-State 
as a freshman by taking 

sixth place in his class 
at state, and that’s after 
a first-place finish at the 
CMR Holiday Classic. 
fellow freshman Roddy 
Wyant and sophomores 
Remington Bussard and 
Zach “Taco” Blodnick also 
made it to state. Indeed 10 
of the 12 Copperheads who 
made it to state are part of 
that youth movement, so 
the future is looking quite 
bright for ‘Heads wrestling.

The future is now for 
the Copperhead girls’ 
wrestling team, who 
sent an impressive seven 
wrestlers to state this 
year – and came home 
with a sixth-place finish 
amongst all Class B/C 
schools. The girls were led 
by senior Ryleigh Warner 

who, like Miller, eclipsed 
the 100-career-win mark 
in her final season with 
the Copperheads, and put 
together several impressive 
performances this year at 
some big meets including 
fifth place at the CMR 
Classic and third place at 
divisionals.

While Warner’s high 
school wrestling career 
also has wrapped up, 
there will be plenty more 
to watch for the girls in 
the future as she was the 
girls’ wrestling program’s 
only senior. Junior Kendra 
Redd, in her first year 
wrestling, won the girls’ 
138-lb. class at divisionals 
and is one of three juniors 
along with Ady and Camy 
Hoiland, plus freshmen 

and sophomores Tabitha 
Cheetham-Bjornemo, 
Jaidyn Holdaway and 
Rachael Rogers, who made 
it to state. 

While state was certainly 
the culmination of a 
successful wrestling 
season, it wasn’t the only 
highlight. One of our 
favorite scenes was under 
the lights at the Snake 
Pit on Senior Night, 
when Anaconda hosted 
Townsend’s Broadwater 
High School for the annual 
Copper Shamrock duals. 
The Copperheads made 
it four in a row over the 
Bulldogs, doing so with 
an utter domination of 
the scorecard with a 60-
18 victory. While most 
of the matches were won 

by forfeit as Townsend 
did not have wrestlers 
for many of the weight 
classes, it just showed how 
the Copperhead wrestling 
program is thriving under 
Head Coach Joe Casey 
and assistant coaches Ryan 
Pesanti, Riley Forcella and 
Tyler Forcella. 

“There’s a lot of youth 
on this team. It’s sad to 
see the seniors go, but all 
in all they’ve been a great 
bunch,” Casey said in a 
previous interview. “It’s a 
really young team and it’s 
going to be exciting to see 
how they develop. It’s really 
fun coaching them, they 
gave it their all.” 

They certainly did. 
Congratulations to all our 
Copperhead wrestlers on a 
successful season!

The Copperhead wrestlers who made it to state stand together in Billings. They are Camy Hoiland, Tabitha Cheetham, Ryleigh 
Warner, Rachael Rodgers, Ady Hoiland, Kendra Redd and Jaidyn Holdaway for the girls and Zach “Taco” Blodnick, Aidan Miller, 
Roddy Wyant, Owen Pesanti and Remington Bussard for the boys. Photo courtesy of Anaconda Junior/Senior High School.
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Anaconda Building Center
5 Main Street • 563-5265

Proud of our Copperheads!

Copper CityCopper City
HardwareHardware

216 West Park • 563-7851

Federally Insured By NCUA     www.swmcfcu.org

1035 West Park Avenue • Anaconda • 563-8484

Good Luck

copperheads!
Est.1945

Plumbing & Heating
SaltenbergerSaltenberger

213 E Commercial | Anaconda, MT

563-3088
Southwest Montana’s Plumbing ExpertsSouthwest Montana’s Plumbing Experts
• Residential
• Commercial
• New Construction

• Repair Service
• Sewer Service
• Water Heaters

• Hot Water Boilers
• Radiant Heat

Aidan Miller gets a hold of his opponent in the first-place match at the state 
tournament, which he won by major decision. Photo courtesy of Kayla Miller.

Owen Pesanti lunges for a fast takedown at the Whitehall Duals at the 
Memorial Gym in December, a match he won by pin. Pesanti was one of two 
Copperheads to make All-State this year (along with state HWT champ Aidan 
Miller) by taking sixth place in the 103-lb. class at the state wrestling tourney.

 Email your sports news and announcements to the 
Anaconda Leader: leadersports@anacondaleader.com
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(406) 563-5283
leadersports@anacondaleader.com

COVERING ALL AHS
SPORTS & ACTIVITIES

We Support The Copperheads!

www.anacondaleader.com

(406) 563-5111
110 E. Pennsylvania Ave. Anaconda

Good Luck 
Copperheads!

www.glacierbank.com
307 E. Park • Anaconda • (406) 563-5203

We Support The

Copperheads!
Good Luck To 

All Teams!

These are a few of our favorite scenes from wrestling in 2023-2024: The honoring of Class of 2024 wrestlers Rowdy Barber, Jadyn Bomar, Thomas Fortier, 
Joey Kerbis, Aidan Miller, Colin Sampson and Ryleigh Warner, and managers Grace Schalk and Kennady Perrenoud, and their families on Senior Night, 
top; the Copperheads hoisting the Copper Shamrock once again, above left; and Aidan Miller and Kendra Redd winning divisionals, above right.
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BANDBAND

Ammon Law Dylan Clark Rowdy Barber Jacob Patterson Tucker Jette

Aiden James Joseph Howell Brayden Villasenor Sam Tachera Ingram Swimley Jade Moses

Keith Lovell Rachel Law Amy Heuberger

Emily Gee

•Dentures
•Partials
•Dentures
•Digital X-Rays

Andrew  Cromw ell, DDS

Family Dentistry

Open Tues.-Fri. • 7 a.m. - Noon  & 1-5 p.m.

•Tooth Whitening
•Cleanings
•Fillings
•Root Canals
•Extractions 

www.acromwelldentist.com

315 Oak Street  •  Anaconda
406.563.3025

Serving Breakfast, 
Lunch & Dinner

RESTAURANT & 
585’ Pub & Casino

Good Luck Copperheads!
211 East Park • Anaconda • 563-6241

We Deliver!
Private Banquets • 
Events • Catering

We Love The Copperheads!
Good Luck To All Teams

Monday Thru Friday 9-5
217 E. Park  (406) 563-5005

C O P P E R H E A D 

Copper Copper e sadh
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Jordan
Contracting

Anaconda MT 

...in business since 1986

Copperheads!
Go! Fight! Win!

323 Arbiter Plant Rd. • 563.8276

Supporting Anaconda’s Youth

Payton Chalmers Kian Williams Alex Simpson Lucas Siders Nathan Schultz

Evan Schultz Cody Porter Kyler Neese Noah McCarthy Jersey Jette Olivia Hamilton

Caitlyn Wilson

Andrew Ewan Ada Calhoun Austin Beasely

Band
Director

Spencer Fehr

The Anaconda High School Marching Band takes the field at Homecoming.
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406-563-5481   218 E. Park Ave., Anaconda, MT

15%
off 

using promo code COPPERHEAD

Anaconda Pride
Copperhead Proud

520 E Park Ave, Anaconda, MT        (406) 563-5741

Before the game, the AHS Marching Band leads the Homecoming Parade.
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563-2991563-2991

Mike KingMike King
118 Cherry • Anaconda

State Farm InsuranceState Farm Insurance
Supporting Anaconda’s YouthSupporting Anaconda’s Youth Washoe

Theatre

305 Main   406-563-6161

Stop by for pop, popcorn & Candy Stop by for pop, popcorn & Candy 
during show hours.during show hours.

Now in 2D & 3D when featuredNow in 2D & 3D when featured

A Mountain of Experience.    

A Community of Healing.

COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
  OF ANACONDA

401 W. Pennsylvania Street  |  Anaconda  |  (406) 563-8500  |  www.communityhospitalofanaconda.org

CARE FOR ALL GENERATIONS

A lifetime of top-notch specialized health care, close to home. Your extraordinary circumstances are our everyday ones.  

We’re seeing new patients now, and every step of the way.

TRIPLE CROWN
AWARD WINNING 

CARE
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401 West Pennsylvania

The AHS Pep Band 
keeps things hoppin’ 
at the 6-B District 
Volleyball Tournament 
at the Memorial Gym. 

Your only
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