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2023 Copperhead Boys & Girls Track Team

Like other spring sports, 
Anaconda’s track and field team 
was affected by the never-ending 
winter this year, but despite the 
bitter conditions, the team still 
competed with the best – and 
some athletes occasionally found 
themselves standing at the top spot 
on the podium. 

Head Coach Riley Schell 
commended the team for how 
they handled the turbulent season, 
saying “With winter hanging on 
late into ‘spring’ it has been a 
tough year for our athletes. Over 
halfway through the season, we 
had more track meets we traveled 
to than outside practices.”

Schell noted that the team enters 
each season with the mindset that 
winter elements will be against 
them, however this year proved to 
be more challenging in that regard. 

“We have come to expect that 
during the first few weeks of the 
season are going to be in the 
gym. However, this year was an 
exception,” said Schell. “I think the 
kids worked hard and embraced 
the challenge of preparing for 
events in the gym and the coaches 
planned practices that utilized as 
much of the space we could.” 

Overall, Schell said that he was 
pleased with how this season went, 
saying “I think the kids have done 

a good job closing the gap fast 
once we got outside to practice. 
They have consistently been 
getting better each week and we 
are healthy for the most part.” 

Coach Schell also mentioned 
some athletes that stuck out to 
him, and he said they did well 
in filling the shoes of last year’s 
departures. 

“I would say, consistently, that 
Cali Pesanti has performed at a 
high level in the pole vault (having 
prequalified for state), and as 
coaches, we are looking for more 
records to be broken these next 
few weeks. Camy Hoiland has 
also prequalified in the long jump, 
but has held her position as one 
of the fastest girls in the district,” 
said Schell. “I think that Larkin 
Galle has jumped into the scene 
in the 400 and 800 and has been 
very impressive, and freshman 
Rachel Rogers has emerged as 
one of our fastest sprinters and 
has established her spot on the 
relays. Sophomore Kendra Redd 
is our best female thrower and I’m 
excited to see how far she can go in 
the postseason.” 

On the boys’ side, Schell 
mentioned Jimmy Lovett as one 
of the most improved, citing his 
change in events from last year to 
this one.  

“I think that he (Lovett) has 
made the biggest change from a 
distance guy last year to putting 

on a ton of muscle and exceeding 
in the sprints,” said Schell. “Gabe 
Galle is right there with him and 
has consistently ran and jumped 
well up to this point. Tytan Cook 
is improving each week in both 
hurdle races, as well as Wade 
Dahood in the triple jump.”

On the girls’ side, Camy Hoiland, 
Cali Pesanti, and Larkin Galle 
have stood apart as the biggest 
contributors for the Copperhead 
girls. 

Camy Hoiland quickly found 
a home at or near the top of the 
leaderboard in just about every 
100m dash event this season. The 
star sprinter posted three second-
place finishes and two third-place 
finishes. Hoiland kicked off the 
season with a win in the 100m 
dash at the Dave Tripp Memorial 
Meet in Polson. She would also 
find success in a variety of different 
events both running and jumping, 
as she took first place in the 200m 
race at the Salmon Invite, while 
also posting two wins with the 
4x100 relay team. Oddly enough 
– especially given her success 
in running events – it would be 
Hoiland’s 15’0” mark in the 

Cali Pesanti would be the second 
Copperhead to prequalify for state, 
and she did so by meeting the 
9’0” requirement in the pole vault. 
Aside from the pole vault, Pesanti 
would also contribute to the team 
in the 100m, 100m hurdles and 

4x100 relay. Her relay team, which 
also consisted of the Hoiland 
sisters and Jade Moses, won twice 
this year as they took first at both 
the Dave Tripp Memorial and 
Salmon Invite meets. 

And Larkin Galle currently has 
an 800m victory to her name from 
the John Cheek Top-8 meet, as well 
as a 4x100 win at Salmon Invite. 
Galle was also a part of the 100-
100-200-400 SMR team that won 
at Salmon. 

For the boys, Gabe Galle 
routinely placed inside the top 10 
in both the 100m and 200m. Galle 
secured a second-place finish in 
the 100m at the Salmon Invite 
while also finishing second in the 
200m both at Salmon and the John 
Cheek Top-8 meet. He was part 
of the 1600m sprint-medley-relay 
(SMR) team that won at Salmon, 
and he took home first place in the 
long jump at the Darby/Florence 
Invitational. 

Tytan Cook carved out a name 
for himself in both the 110m and 
300m hurdles events this season. 
In the 110m, he would record two 
separate third-place finishes at the 
Salmon and John Cheek meets. 
Cook recorded his first win of the 
season at home in the friendly 
confines of Mitchell Stadium as 
he took first place in the 300m 
hurdles at the John Cheek Top-8 
Meet. Cook accompanied Galle on 

Track sets sights on state after solid season
Patrick Williams
Anaconda Leader Sports

See TRACK on page 6
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the 1600m SMR team 
that won at Salmon. 

Finally, James Lovett 
and Wade Dahood 
both recorded 
respectable seasons. 
Lovett posted many 
fifth- and sixth-place 
finishes in the 100m 
dash, and he was 
part of the 4x100 and 
1600m SMR teams 
that won at Salmon. 
Dahood made a big 
difference for the 

Copperheads in the 
triple jump, recording 
several top-10 finishes 
and a lone 

The Copperheads 
took to the track again 
this past weekend, 
where they competed 
at the Western 6B 
District Meet in 
Missoula – and saw 
more student-athletes 
hit their marks for 
state. 

Cami Hoiland 
qualified for state 
again, this time in the 
100m, as she dashed 
her way to a time 
of 13.08 seconds. 
Larkin Galle punched 
her ticket to state 
in the 800m, as she 
completed the event in 
2:25.09, which eclipses 
the 2:26.00 mark 
needed to qualify. 

The girls’ 1x400 
relay team of Hoiland, 
Galle, Pesanti and 

Jade Moses dominated 
the competition and 
qualified for state with 
their time of 50.96 
seconds. 

All that remains 
for the Copperhead 
track and field team 
is the Western B & 
C Divisional Meet in 
Missoula, which will 
take place on Friday, 
May 19 and Saturday, 
May 20. Following 
divisionals, those 
who qualify for state 
will make the short 
journey to Butte for 
the MHSA AA & B 
State Meet at Bulldog 
Memorial Stadium. 
The state meet is 
slated to begin on 
Thursday, May 25 and 
last through Saturday, 
May 27. 

Coach Schell’s 
hope entering the 
postseason is fairly 
simple, and that is 

to see more athletes 
qualify for state. 
However, he does state 
that expectations are 
high, primarily for the 
girls in the divisional 
meet.

“We will be looking 
for our girls to earn a 
first-place team finish, 
as the last two years 
they have been district 
champs. I believe we’ll 
score more points 
as a boys’ team this 
year as well. Our 
goal at the beginning 
of every season is 
to get all athletes 
through districts to 
divisionals,” he said. 

As for the State 
meet, Schell says that 
having the event in 
Butte will be a good 
opportunity for the 
community and 
families to see the 
athletes shine on the 
biggest stage.

TRACK from Page 5

James Lovett gets some encouragement from Jeff Dahood.
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SOFTBALLSOFTBALL
C O P P E R H E A D 

Ashley Mitchell Cara Fortner Ryleigh Warner Mikayla McKelvy Jaelyn Zeren Brynn Coughlin

Jaidyn HoldawayGrace Mehrens

AliceAnn Sloan

Softball Coaches

Bob Sandoval

Brenna Walker

Lady Copperheads had a roller-coaster season

Originally slated to begin their 
season on April 6, the Anaconda 
Lady Copperhead softball team had 
to sit and wait for nearly two weeks 
before they were able to begin their 
season due to the winter weather. 

Once the wait was over, however, 
the team went full speed ahead 
despite only having 12 players in a 
sport that requires nine on the field 
at a time. 

The Lady Copperheads kicked 
off their season within the friendly 
confines of the Charlotte Yeoman-
Martin Softball Complex, where 
they took on the Three Forks 
Lady Wolves. Despite Three Forks 
sticking around in the early innings, 
Anaconda would prove to be much 
as they prevailed by an 11-8 score. 

A quick turnaround would 
prove too tall of a task for the Lady 

Copperheads, as they would suffer 
two crushing defeats by Class 
B-powerhouse Florence-Carlton. 

Anaconda would regain their 
winning ways when they traveled 
to Deer Lodge to take on the Lady 
Wardens. Clearly dominant, the 
Lady Copperheads would put on a 
batting clinic that resulted in their 
posting 20 runs in their 20-4 run-
rule victory. Mikayla McKelvy led 
the team in runs with four to her 
name. Brynn Coughlin and Cara 
Fortner each recorded three runs. 

That effort would be backed up 
on Tuesday, April 25 when the 
Lady Copperheads posted a 17-0 
shutout win over the Lady Wardens. 
In both of their wins over Deer 
Lodge, every Copperhead to appear 
at the plate posted at least one run. 
Jaidyn Holdaway, Ashley Mitchell 
and Cara Fortner posted three runs 
each. Both Holdaway and Fortner 
recorded two RBIs. Grace Mehrens 

had two runs on two hits, while also 
recording two RBIs.  

After their sweep of Powell 
County, the Lady Copperheads 
would run into a slew of tough 
opponents, the first being 
Manhattan, which saw AHS fall 
23-1. The tough defeat would be 
followed by two losses to Thompson 
Falls and Plains at the Anaconda 
Mixer. A rematch with Manhattan 
would not hold a better outcome, 
and the team also fell to Troy at the 
Loyola Mixer.

The drought would finally meet 
its end for the Lady Copperheads 
when they ventured over to Three 
Forks for a rematch. Similar to the 
first game between the two teams, 
Three Forks would keep the contest 
tight in the beginning. Anaconda 
would have a breakthrough sixth 
inning though, as Coughlin, 
Fortner, Mitchell and Holdaway 
would reach home and push the 

Lady Copperheads ahead 9-6, 
which was the final score for the 
game. 

Senior Day would see the Lady 
Copperheads take on the Ennis 
Mustangs in a crucial doubleheader. 
The first game would start fairly 
well for Anaconda, as the team 
boasted a 6-2 lead after the second 
inning. Not to be deterred, Ennis 
would slowly chip away at the 
lead before the Lady Copperheads 
pulled ahead again with a three-run 
fifth inning. Not long after, Ennis 
claimed a 10-9 lead in the top of 
the sixth inning, and they would 
keep Anaconda off the scoreboard 
for the final two innings. Unable 
to produce one last surge, the Lady 
Copperheads dropped the first 
game, 11-9. 

The second of the two games 
would see Ennis take control early 

Patrick Williams
Anaconda Leader Sports

See SOFTBALL on page 8
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2023 Copperhead Softball Team
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and not relinquish. 
As a result, the Lady 
Copperheads fell 21-0. 

A busy end of the 
week would continue 
into the weekend as 
the team traveled to 
Butte for the Laverne 
Combo Invitational. 
The tough four-game 
schedule saw the 
Lady Copperheads 
fall to four Class A 
opponents – Butte 
Central, Whitefish, 
Corvallis and Ronan. 

The season came 
to an end for the 
Lady Copperheads 
when they dropped a 
divisional tournament 
play-in game to Three 
Forks, 8-1. 

For the entire season, 
the Lady Copperheads’ 
premier hurler, Ashley 
Mitchell, pitched a 
total of 62.2 innings. 
She recorded 4 wins 

and was charged with 
6 losses on the season. 
Throughout the year, 
Mitchell struck out an 
incredible 94 batters 
while surrendering 105 
hits and 115 runs, 65 
of which were earned. 

Unlike the previous 
season, Anaconda had 
a few more pitching 
options to choose 
from. Brynn Coughlin 
was the primary 
reliever throughout 
the season, and she 
pitched a total of 
12.2 innings. For the 
season, Coughlin 
surrendered 31 hits 
and 59 runs. She 
struck out a total of 16 
batters this season. 

Aside from her niche 
for pitching, Ashley 
Mitchell also led the 
team at the plate as she 
boasted a .511 batting 
average on the season. 

Mitchell recorded 23 
hits, 17 of which were 
singles, four were 
doubles and one a 
triple. She also belted 
one homerun, batted 
in 14 runs and crossed 
the plate 15 times. 

Cara Fortner and 
Brynn Coughlin 
ranked second and 
third in hitting for the 
Lady Copperheads. 
Fortner tallied 12 
hits, 13 RBIs and a 
team-high 16 runs. 
Coughlin would post 
13 hits, 11 runs and 11 
RBIs. 

Jaidyn Holdaway 
and Grace Mehrens 
also held a respectable 
stat line in the batting 
category. Holdaway 
recorded 12 hits, 9 
runs and 6 RBIs, while 
Mehrens accumulated 
12 hits, 12 RBIs and 11 
runs. 

SOFTBALL from Page 7

The Lady Copperheads’ infielders strategize against the Plains Trotters.
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GOLFGOLF
C O P P E R H E A D 

Kohl Wolfe Jacob Sawyer Carter Sampson Bradley Wolfe Aidan Tuss

Colin Sampson Billy Farmer Tanner Cromwell Chanse Mattson Kellen Connors Quincy Saltenberger

Treyton Patrick Renzo McCarthy Kain Maes Carter Lorengo

Kaylee Tuss

Jesse Jones Grace Galle

Gavin Browning Logan McKay Quinn Bussard

Golf 
Coaches

Mark Torney Caleb Stetzner
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2023 Copperhead Golf Team

While all the spring sports 
teams saw success in their own 
right, the Anaconda golf squad’s 
was unmatched. Throughout 
the season, both the boys’ and 
girls’ golfers looked past the 
uncertainty of spring sports by 
charging ahead and taking the 
opportunities given to them – and 
for the boys it was all the way to 
the state title. 

Head Coach Mark Torney 
referenced the foul elements as 
one of the main roadblocks for 
this year’s team, however he added 
that his team handled it well.

“It’s been difficult with the 
spring we had, and having to 
practice indoors so much, but the 
kids have been really resilient,” 
said Torney as he alluded to the 
fact that the team partook in 
only 9-10 outdoor practices this 
season. 

To say that the Anaconda 
boys golf team performed 
well this season would be an 
understatement. Wins have been 
abundant for the boys, both 
overall and individually, and it 
didn’t take long for those to occur. 
At this year’s season-opening 
tournament, the Tobacco Valley 
Invitational in Eureka, the boys’ 
team would prevail over the rest 
of the competition while also 
having four individual athletes 

place in the top five. 
They would continue their 

fantastic season start by winning 
the Darby/Florence Invitational 
and having three golfers place 
inside the top ten. 

Throughout the rest of the 
season, the boys would frequently 
finish near the top of the leader 
board, and they would so with 
style. At Loyola’s Spring Swing 
Tournament, the boys would 
break the school record by posting 
an opening-round score of 303. 
That number broke the previous 
school record of 306, which 
was posted by Paul Johns, Cory 
Donahue, Kramer Smith, Spencer 
Johnson and Allen Johnson in 
2006.  

Tanner Cromwell was 
undoubtedly the leader of the 
boys’ team. Cromwell recorded 
a tournament win in the 
season-opening Tobacco Valley 
Invitational, sharing the first-place 
title with his teammate Bradley 
Wolfe. Aside from his win at 
begin the year, Cromwell would 
be a common name in the top-five 
for most of the tournaments in 
which he participated.

Along with Cromwell were 
Jacob Sawyer and Bradley Wolfe. 
Despite being new to the team 
this year, Sawyer proved to be 
consistent as he routinely finished 
inside the top ten this season. His 
best finish would also come from 
the Tobacco Valley Invitational 
in Eureka when he placed fourth. 

As for Wolfe, he shared that 
season-opening first place title 
with Cromwell, and he regularly 
finished near the top of the 
leaderboard this season. 

Torney recognized the 
boys’ talents as well as their 
improvement throughout the 
season. 

“Tanner (Cromwell) has been 
the most steady of the boys, (and) 
Bradley Wolfe has been right 
there with him. In the last three 
tournaments, Jacob has been solid 
as well,” Torney said. 

Torney mentioned that the boys 
should return Tanner Cromwell, 
Bradley Wolfe and Aidan Tuss to 
next year’s squad for their final 
season. With three of the five 
from this year’s team returning, 
Torney is confident that some of 
his younger JV golfers can fill the 
shoes of seniors Kohl Wolfe and 
Jacob Sawyer. 

At this year’s lone JV 
tournament in Deer Lodge, Kellen 
Connors led the Copperheads 
with a score of 96. Colin Sampson 
and Chanse Mattson both finished 
right behind Connors, as the two 
boys recorded a round score of 97. 

Prior to the start of the season, 
Coach Torney placed high 
expectations on the boys’ team 
by stating his goal for the guys to 
compete for divisional and state 
trophies. While the team did not 
take first place at divisionals, their 
second-place performance set 
them up to compete against the 

best programs in the state at this 
year’s state tournament in Shelby. 

At this year’s divisional 
tournament in Eureka, Tanner 
Cromwell, along with Jacob 
Sawyer and Bradley Wolfe, 
qualified for state individually. 
Cromwell led the boys with his 
fourth-place finish and a total 
gross score of 77. Sawyer and 
Wolfe finished in 10th and 11th 
places, respectively. Sawyer fired a 
round of 81, while Wolfe recorded 
an 83. Overall, the boys’ team 
finished in second place with a 
total round score of 327. 

While the wins may not have 
been there for the Anaconda girls’ 
team, the foundation has been 
set for the girls to become more 
successful in the years to come. 

The girls’ team was rather 
young in age this year as there 
was only one senior, Kaylee Tuss, 
amongst two freshmen and two 
eighth graders. One eighth grader, 
Logan McKay, quickly began to 
place herself as one of the scoring 
leaders for the girls. In her first 
varsity tournament, McKay 
finished 10th overall out of 28 
finishers as she shot a 117 in the 
first round and 116 in the second, 
giving her a total score of 233. She 
would record a respectable eighth-
place finish at the Darby/Florence 
Invitational, while also leading the 
girls’ team at the Spring Swing in 
Missoula.  

Boys’ golf in a ‘State’ of success; girls’ future looks bright
Patrick Williams
Anaconda Leader Sports

See GOLF on page 11

Logan McKay, left, Kohl Wolfe, Bradley Wolfe, 
Tanner Cromwell, Jacob Sawyer, Aidan Tuss and 
Quincy Saltenberger are the Copperhead golfers who 
played in the Class B State Tournament in Shelby 
earlier this week – with the boys’ team coming home 
victorious. Photo courtesy of Mark Torney.
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While the girls did 
not qualify as a team, 
two Copperhead 
girls reached state 
individually after 
finishing in the top 
15 at divisionals. 
Freshman Quincy 
Saltenberger tied 
her teammate Logan 
McKay, as the two 
girls shared 10th 
place with each 
posting a score of 
105. 

Torney had high 
remarks for both 
Saltenberger and 
McKay as the two 
prepared for their 

shot at the state title.
“The two girls 

qualified for state 
is really awesome. 
Considering one is an 
eighth grader and the 
other is a freshman, 
that’s really huge,” 
said Torney. 

Even more 
impressive is the 
fact that the two 
youngsters did so in 
a season that, on the 
surface, appeared to 
be a rebuilding year. 

“Last year we lost 
four seniors, and 
we had only one 
incoming senior this 

season. To have those 
girls join the team in 
what was basically 
their first year of golf 
and make state was 
pretty awesome,” said 
Torney, while also 
noting that he was 
proud of the progress 
that all of the girls 
made through the 
season. 

As he looked 
ahead to the state 
tournament, Torney 
said that one 
common foe sits 
atop Class B, and 
that is reigning State 
Champion Jefferson 

High School. The 
Copperheads beat 
Jefferson in an 
earlier tournament 
this season, but 
apart from that the 
Panthers have had 
Anaconda’s number 
– until the state 
tournament, that is. 

Coach Torney 
noted that the team 
would have to clean 
up on their mistakes 
at divisionals and play 
their best in order 
to have a shot at the 
crown this week. 

“At divisionals, we 
had a few holes that 

were higher scoring 
holes and we haven’t 
typically had that 
this year. But the 
kids bounced back 
from it, and they 
handled adversity 
very well. If we can 
clean that part of it 
up, then we will feel 
very good about our 
odds,” said Torney, 
who concluded 
by providing his 
optimistic outlook for 
the team:

“They have a 
chance. Things have 
to break just right, 
but they certainly 

have a chance.”
Well it turned out 

the Copperheads 
had more than just a 
chance, as they took 
the lead on the first 
day of the MHSA 
Class B State Golf 
Tournament in Shelby 
on Tuesday and never 
looked back, holding 
on to win the title 
on Wednesday over 
Jefferson by three 
strokes. The full story 
on the Copperheads’ 
state championship 
is printed in today’s 
edition of the 
Anaconda Leader.

GOLF from Page 10
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98 Union Avenue • Anaconda • 563-5541

Steaks - Seafood - Pasta

Barclay II
Supper Club and Lounge

The Finest Montana Has To Offer...

Located alongside the new Forge Hotel - east of Anaconda

(406) 563-3031(406) 563-3031

182 ABC Drive, Anaconda, MT
Serving Anaconda, Georgetown Lake, Butte, 

Deer Lodge, Drummond,
 Philipsburg, Wise River & Surrounding Areas!

Ready Mix Concrete
Sand & Gravel

Serving Anaconda 
& 

Surrounding Area 
Since The 1940s

Good LuckGood Luck
COPPERHEADS!COPPERHEADS!

150 Van Buren Street
Anaconda • 563-2218

$$1 ANY SIZE1 ANY SIZE

7575¢¢

COOKIESCOOKIES

DRINKDRINK COFFEECOFFEE PIESPIES CONESCONES

Beautiful Life
Clothing Boutique

Proud to 
Support Our 

Copperheads!

Stop By and See Us
Monday - Friday 10:30 am - 5:30 pm

Saturday 12 pm - 4 pm

221 E Park, Anaconda • 406-691-0229
BeautifulLifeClothing.com

Beautiful Life
Clothing Boutique

Proud to 
Support Our 

Copperheads!

Stop By and See Us
Monday - Friday 10:30 am - 5:30 pm

Saturday 12 pm - 4 pm

221 E Park, Anaconda • 406-691-0229
BeautifulLifeClothing.com

Proud to Support Our Copperheads!

Stop by and see us
Monday - Friday  10:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday Noon to 4 p.m.

221 E. Park, Anaconda
22 W. Park Street, Butte • 406.691.0229

BeautifulLifeClothing.com

Proud Copperhead Supporter

Go Cats!

421 E. COMMERCIAL •  ANACONDA• 406-563-7053421 E. COMMERCIAL •  ANACONDA• 406-563-7053
Open 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. - 7 days a week

116 Alder St.    Anaconda, MT 59711
406.563.7571

Giddy Up
Mercantile

Apparel • Kids Clothing & Toys
MT Gifts • Pet Food & Supplies 
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TENNISTENNIS

Cobey Strommen Canyon Hurley Samantha Staley Ammon Law Emily Gee

Rylen Gaona Dylan Clark Travis Bailey Tucker Jette Aiden James Joseph Howell

Raine Lofing

C O P P E R H E A D 

Tennis
Coaches

Zaik Wilkes Brayden Villasenor Logan Smith Keith Lovell Rachel Law

Asst. Coach Nicole FehrCoach Spencer Fehr
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Good Luck Copperheads!
Connors Law Firm, PLLC

Dedicated to providing
 professional service to our

Southwestern Montana Community

212 E Park Ave  l  Anaconda, MT  l  563.5297

Kenneth A. Connors

Good Luck Copperheads!

2023 Copperhead Tennis Team
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Serving Breakfast, 
Lunch & Dinner

RESTAURANT & 
585’ Pub & Casino

Good Luck
Copperheads!

211 East Park • Anaconda • 563-6241

We Love The Copperheads!
Good Luck To All Teams

Monday Thru Friday 9-5
217 E. Park  (406) 563-5005

Thompson’s Bar
213 Main • Anaconda

Go Copperheads!Go Copperheads!

Wishing All Anaconda Teams A Great Sports Season!

Anaconda’s tennis team recently 
wrapped up another stellar regular 
season, and now the group has its 
sights set on making their name 
known at the postseason meets. 

Despite some schedule shuffling, 
the team began their 2023 season 
in Ronan for the Ronan Mixer. 

On the girls’ side of the 
competition, Kiera Skocilich 
and Samantha Staley gave the 
ladies their first win of the season 
over Ronan as they defeated the 
Maidens 8-5 in a doubles match. 
The girls’ squad would be unable to 
record another win on the day, as 
they fell 2-0 to St. Ignatius, and 4-0 
to Bigfork. 

The boys’ team earned one 
outright win over Bigfork, as 
Dylan Clark would prevail 8-2 
in a singles match. There would 
be a few individual wins for the 
Copperheads against both Ronan 
and St. Ignatius as well. Tucker 

Jette prevailed over Ronan’s 
Hayden Fussell by an 8-4 tally. 
Anaconda would be perfect in 
doubles matches against the Chiefs, 
as Logan Smith and Brayden 
Villasenor took down Nathaniel 
Franks and Hayden Fussell, 6-2, 
6-4, (10-8). Rylen Gaona and 
Dylan Clark defeated Dante Baltz 
and Rowan Parks, 8-7, (7-3). 
Joseph Howell and Ammon Law 
also earned a doubles win as the 
duo defeated Tre Heath-Laframbois 
and Erich Morigeau of St. Ignatius 
(Mission), 6-2, 6-4. 

With the winter elements giving 
way to beautiful sunny days, the 
Copperheads would host their own 
Mixer event at the Washoe Park 
Tennis Courts on Tuesday, May 2.  
A busy week it was, as only a few 
days later they traveled to Missoula 
on Friday, May 5  and Saturday, 
May 6 for the Best of the West meet 
at Fort Missoula Park. 

At the Anaconda Mixer, the boys’ 
side would prevail over Bigfork by 
a total score of 3-2. In the singles 

matches, Canyon Hurley defeated 
the Vikings’ Cole Carlsen, 6-0, 
6-4. Bigfork’s Landon Livingston 
defeated Dylan Clark 6-2, 6-0, and 
Aiden James (AHS) toppled Juan 
Childs (BF) 6-1, 7-5. In the doubles 
matches, Ammon Law and Joseph 
Howell would prevail over Malachi 
Comly and Andrew Wallen, 6-4, 
6-1. Rylen Gaona and Travis Bailey 
fell to Dylan Porrevechio and Seth 
Christians 6-4, 6-0. 

The Copperheads and Vikings 
did meet in three JV matches, all of 
which were won by the Vikings. 

Cole Carlson defeated Logan 
Smith, 8-3, and Juan Childs beat 
Brayden Villasenor, 8-7 (10). In the 
JV doubles match, Malachi Comly 
and Andrew Wallen defeated 
Cobey Strommen and Raine 
Lofing, 8-2. 

Anaconda’s girls would not 
be as fortunate as the boys were 
against Bigfork, as they fell to 
the Valkyries, 2-0. Jade Sisler 
defeated Joselyn Fullmer, 6-0, 6-1 
in the lone singles match of the 

day, while Amanda Leonard and 
Grace Holtmeier defeated Paulina 
Lendeckel and Emily Gee, 8-2. 

Per Head Coach Spencer Fehr, 
the Copperheads defeated the 
Mission Bulldogs in their final 
dual of the day. Statistics were 
unavailable. 

In the first and only round of the 
Best of the West meet in Missoula, 
the Copperheads would take down 
the Troy Trojans, 2-1. 

Canyon Hurley prevailed once 
again, defeating Troy’s Winter 
Sedler, 8-5. Troy’s Forrest Sedler 
would win over Tucker Jette, 8-1. In 
the lone doubles match versus Troy, 
Brayden Villasenor and Bryley 
Krumm defeated Tyler Simanovicki 
and Tyler O’Connor, 8-7 (1). 

In the only Anaconda-Loyola 
matchup of the day, Alex Jasperson 
of Loyola defeated Anaconda’s 
Cobey Strommen, 8-3. 

After facing off against Bigfork 
at Washoe Park, the Copperhead 

Copperhead tennis prepares for the postseason
Patrick Williams
Anaconda Leader Sports

See TENNIS on page 18



Page 16 - Copperhead Spring Sports & Activities Guide - Friday, May 19, 2023

Come see us after your sporting events!

GO GET ‘EMGO GET ‘EM
COPPERHEADSCOPPERHEADS

 10345 Hwy 1 West, Anaconda, MT 59711      Phone: (406) 563-9982 or (406) 563 - 2234

    Open Sunday-
Thurs. 11-9

Open

MOnday thru thursday 11-9
Fri-sat 11-9:30

Have A Great Season!

JohnsonJohnson
CONSTRUCTION

3563 LOST CREEK ROAD • 406-563-3749

Good Luck Copperheads

Federally Insured By NCUA     www.swmcfcu.org

1035 West Park Avenue • Anaconda • 563-8484

Good Luck

copperheads!

Jordan
Contracting

Anaconda MT 

...in business since 1986

Copperheads!
Go! Fight! Win!

323 Arbiter Plant Rd. • 563.8276
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423 W. Park •  Anaconda • 406-563-9423

Good Luck copperheads!
We Carry 

Lettermen’s Jackets

Supporting Anaconda’s Youth

Anaconda Building Center
5 Main Street • 563-5265

Proud of our Copperheads! COPPERHEADS
201 East Park  
Anaconda, MT

563-8441

We Ship Anywhere

Open Mon.-Fri. 9:00-5:00•Fine Giftware •Souvenirs
•Quality Gifts - Made in Montana!
•T-Shirts •Bridal Registry
•Travel Needs
•Large Selection Greeting Cards
•Prescription Delivery Available

A spring that was truncated 
by a long winter meant for 
limited photo opportunities, 
however Anaconda Leader 
Sports Guy Patrick Williams 
captured several memorable 
shots of all four spring 
sports: Ashley Mitchell, 
above; Tytan Cook and Wade 
Dahood, top right; Tanner 
Cromwell, right; and Canyon 
Hurley, further right.

Editor’s picks: Four 
sports in four photos
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(406) 563-5283
leadersports@anacondaleader.com

COVERING ALL AHS
SPORTS & ACTIVITIES

We Support The Copperheads!

www.anacondaleader.com

(406) 563-5111
110 E. Pennsylvania Ave. Anaconda

Good Luck 
Copperheads!

www.glacierbank.com
307 E. Park • Anaconda • (406) 563-5203

We Support The

Copperheads!
Good Luck To 

All Teams!

•Dentures
•Partials
•Dentures
•Digital X-Rays

Andrew  Cromw ell, DDS

Family Dentistry

Open Tues.-Fri. • 7 a.m. - Noon  & 1-5 p.m.

•Tooth Whitening
•Cleanings
•Fillings
•Root Canals
•Extractions 

www.acromwelldentist.com

315 Oak Street  •  Anaconda
406.563.3025

117 Main Street • anaconda, Montana • 563-8409

Good Luck
Copperheads

would meet the 
Vikings again, 
however, this time 
the scores would be 
more favorable to the 
opposition. Canyon 
Hurley would record 
his second win of the 
week over Bigfork’s 
Cole Carlsen, as he 
defeated him 8-1. 
Hurley would be the 
only Copperhead to 
win in the singles 
matches as both Travis 

Bailey and Raine 
Lofing lost. 

The Copperheads 
split their doubles 
matches, as Ammon 
Law and Joseph 
Howell defeated 
Dylan Porrevechio 
and Seth Christians, 
8-6. Unfortunately for 
AHS, Aiden James and 
Logan Smith would 
lose to Malachi Comly 
and Andrew Wallen, 
8-3. 

In the last dual of 
the first day, AHS 
lost to Cut Bank, 5-1. 
Canyon Hurley was 
the only victorious 
Copperhead, as he 
defeated the Wolves’ 
Jackson Black by an 
8-2 score. 

A second day of 
competition was 
scheduled, however it 
had to be nixed due to 
rainy conditions in the 
area. 

The Copperhead 
tennis team will begin 
their postseason today 
with the divisional 
meet in Missoula 
at Fort Missoula 
Regional Park. 

After that, those 
who qualify will head 
to the state meet in 
Great Falls, which 
is scheduled for 
Thursday, May 25 
through Saturday, May 
27.

TENNIS from Page 15

Emily Gee makes a backhand return in her match 
Anaconda hosted against Jefferson and Darby.
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CHOIRCHOIR
C O P P E R H E A D 

Caleb Molina Isaac Erickson Meghan Dee Brianna Bryant Savanah ApplingJoselyn Fullmer

Caitlyn Shelton Serenity JusticeLacy Lexy Daylee SwansonTravis BaileyJamie Brown

Chandler Peterson Chanse Mattson Kassidy Maes Sienna Lofing Brynn Lavandal Shanna Johnson

Kain Johnson Andi Hillman Taylor Ehman Kaidence Birch Keith LovellTy Jefferson
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Rachel Law Landen Kriesel Robin Dixon Kaitlyn Caves Zachary Blodnick Jaysun Appling

Kim Lorengo

Choir
Director

ORCHESTRAORCHESTRA
C O P P E R H E A D 

Madeline Scheett Alyssa Patterson Raine Lofing Cara Fortner Meghan Dee Jaidyn Caissey

Ryleigh Warner Ashlyn Johnston Izzy Guiberson Dylan Clark Millie WarnerKierstin Jones
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Giana Chor Jocelynn Birch Jaelyn Zeren Raina Ponciana Thomas Lovett Ruby LaTray

ORCHESTRAORCHESTRA
C O P P E R H E A D 

Kendra Redd Braeden Molina Zaeh Liedle Aiden James Ady Hoiland Taylor Ehman

Kim Lorengo

Orchestra
Director

Tyler Johnston Rachel Gaona Tia Fresh Issabella Draper

Another stellar year for the AHS music program
James S. Rosien
Anaconda Leader Editor

Spring may be the season for 
outdoor sports, but it’s also the time 
when music fills the air, and it did 
so in the Smelter City in particular 
this year as the Anaconda Junior/
Senior High School Music Program 
took its turn to host District Music 
Festival, but that was just part of 
what was overall another stellar year 
for the high school music scene in 
Anaconda in 2022-2023.

The fall saw the marching band 

take the field – and Main Street – for 
Homecoming, then it was straight 
into preparations for the most 
wonderful musical time of the year: 
Christmas, and with it Christmas 
concerts. 

While extremely cold temperatures 
and seasonal illnesses did take their 
toll, the band, choir and orchestra 
all had their chance to take the stage 
during the holidays (or a little bit 
afterward) and delight their families 
with many Christmastime favorites. 

Then once the holidays were over, 
it was time for students to prepare 

their pieces for District Music 
Festival, which Anaconda hosted 
in April at venues around town for 
three days of song. The preparations 
paid off, as 36 Superior ratings 
were handed out to Anaconda solo, 
duet and ensemble performers plus 
another 31 Excellent ratings. Earning 
a Superior rating qualified the kids 
for the Western State Solo and 
Ensemble Festival in Missoula, which 
netted another 15 Superiors for 
Anaconda’s high school musicians at 
the state level. Those Superiors were: 
Bailey/Nielsen Duet; Bailey/Tuss 

Duet; Blue Belles; Caissey/Lofing 
Violin Duet; Caissey/Skocilich Duet; 
Chor/Patterson Duet; Choraleers 
Senior Ensemble; Giana Chor, Viola 
Solo; Isabell Guiberson, Cello Solo; 
Jaidyn Caissey, Vocal Solo; Lofing/
Nielsen Duet; Night Owls; Raine 
Lofing, Vocal Solo; Senior String 
Ensemble; Travis Bailey, Vocal Solo.

And now it’s on to the grand 
finale: the All-City Band, Choir and 
Orchestra Concerts. The All-City 
Band Concert will be on May 23, 
All-City Orchestra on May 24 and 
All-City Choir on May 30, all at the 
Memorial Gym and all at 7 p.m.
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CHORALEERSCHORALEERS

Cobey Strom- Faith Petritz Megan Nielsen Caleb Molina Raine Lofing Joselyn Fullmer

Isaac Erickson Jaidyn Caissey Aubrey McCallum Vivian Anderson Ryleigh Warner

Lindsay Trainor Ammon Law Tage Hill Isabella Guiberson Rylen Gaona Taryn Coughlin

Patricia Cotton Travis Bailey Daylee Swanson Nataleigh Siders Kendra Redd Logan Lorengo

Meghan Dee

C O P P E R H E A D 
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Aiden James Taylor Ehman Kellen Connors Jaelyn Zeren Brook Williamson Averie Nielsen

Carter Lorengo Issabella Draper Rain Daniels Brynn Coughlin Kylee CalnanRachel Gaona

Kim Lorengo

Choraleers
Director

Anaconda Pride
Copperhead Proud

520 E Park Ave, Anaconda, MT
(406) 563-5741The Choraleers, top, and the Concert Choir sing at their Christmas concerts.
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563-2991563-2991

Mike KingMike King
118 Cherry • Anaconda

State Farm InsuranceState Farm Insurance
Supporting Anaconda’s YouthSupporting Anaconda’s Youth Washoe

Theatre

305 Main   406-563-6161

Stop by for pop, popcorn & Candy Stop by for pop, popcorn & Candy 
during show hours.during show hours.

Now in 2D & 3D when featuredNow in 2D & 3D when featured

A Mountain of Experience.    

A Community of Healing.

COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
  OF ANACONDA

401 W. Pennsylvania Street  |  Anaconda  |  (406) 563-8500  |  www.communityhospitalofanaconda.org

CARE FOR ALL GENERATIONS

A lifetime of top-notch specialized health care, close to home. Your extraordinary circumstances are our everyday ones.  

We’re seeing new patients now, and every step of the way.

TRIPLE CROWN
AWARD WINNING 

CARE

TOP 100
CRITICAL ACCESS HOSPITAL

IVANTAGE HEALTHSTRONG

BEST PRACTICE 
RECIPIENT-QUALITY

NATIONAL RURAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION

TOP 100
GREAT COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

BECKER’S HOSPITAL REVIEW
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BECKER’S HOSPITAL REVIEW

401 West Pennsylvania

Anaconda Junior/
Senior High School 

Orchestra Director Kim 
Lorengo conducts the 

high school orchestra’s 
Christmas concert – 

with accompaniment 
from AJSHS Band 

Director Spencer Fehr.


